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JE EXT to — GOD, ir is the 
great Deſign of Religion, rg purity 
and enlarge our Minds, and bring 
all their inferior Powers under the 
Conduct of Right Reaſon. Nothing 
EEE is more evidently fitted for this Pur. 
DM poſe, nothing better can be con- 


| S& triv'd, — the preſent Con- _ 
dirion of hankios Nature, than the Religion of our Re = 
deemer, Thu gives us the moſt juſt and | foble Nations | _ + 
of GOD, and the beſt Account of our own Nature as | > 
Men, and the Original Purpoſes of our Being. Thi re- 1 


veals to us 4 Body of the moſt important Truths, pre 


ſcribes the moſt excellent Rules of Life, and teaches- 1 
the only Method of true Happineſs lere, and the ohn 
Way to eternal Felicity in the Morid to came. Irfavours 
us with an external Revelation, com in itd Rd. 
and diſcovering to us the whale Will of GOD aboug _— 
our Salvation, And ir beftows at rhe ſame Time the = 
Spirit of Truth, to tranſcribe the Doctrines it teaches on _ 2 

| our Hearts, and transfuſe into us the Spirit and T = 
per it recommends, Thus Reaſon revives in us, - — 


reſumes its Command, and wich: becoming Diſdda rg __ 
throws off irs Dependance on Paſſion and Appetire. i ũ 

SO chat he who lives up to the Obligations of Chriftt-” - 1 
nity, ac of al Men ages "I —"——_ 
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„ Jewiſh and Topiſn EA 
| Reaſon aſſiſted by Revelation, improv'd and elevated 
by the Spirit of Holineſs, guides him in all his ns 
and +: Al and preſcribes to him in his general C 
He is no longer a Slave to an headſtrong Will, nor to 
unruly Appetites and exorbitant Paſſions. His Will is 
brought into ſubjection to his Reaſon, and his Appetites 
are become tractable, and have learnt Obedience to 
the Superior and Leading Faculty. At leaſt, our Holy 
Religion hath an admirable Fimeſs to bring Things into 
this natural Order, and ſettle them in it. 

YET, alas! what through the Artifice of the grand 
Enemy of Souls, and what through the Blündnets and 
Prepoſſeſſions of Mens Minds, this heavenly Religion 
is often turned againſt its ſelf. And what was deſign'd 
to regulate our Paſſions, and confine them within their 

roper Bounds, is often made uſe of to fan and en- 
* them, till they blaze out into the greateſt Extra. 
vagancies. The Arguments that are deſigned to enfeeble 
and mortify our Corruptions, are made to enforce them, 
and Diabolical Rage is recommended to us, hy giving 
it the laudable, but moſt unnatural Title of Zeal for 
GOD. 

BY ſuch a Principle the Fews heretofore were inſti- 
gared to perſecute our Saviour to Death, and vex and 
murther his faithful Diſciples. Paul was acted by it, 
when in his “ exceeding Madneſs againſt Chriſt, he hunted 
Chriſtians to ſtrange Cities, compell'd them to blaſpheme, 
drag'd them to Priſons, and was conſenting to their Death. 
Under the ſame Influence his Countrymen continued, 
after his Converſion, ro worry the primitive Believers, 
and with peculiar Madneꝶ to perſecute him; wha had 
once been as raging a Zealot as they. 5 

YET this generous Apoſtle was warm'd with ſuch an 
uncommon Affection for them, f that he could wiſh bim= 
felf, for their ſake, accurſed from Chriſt, Hete is a noble 
Inftance of Self-neglect, ſuch a mighty Principle of Be- 
ne volence to Mankind, as puzzles Faith, and puts all 
the boaſted Achievments of Pagan Virtue to the bluſh, 
With what a Reliſh could Pau, ſay, Dulce & Decorum 
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ſo little for themſelves or from him, prompted 


him to give the faireſt Colour he could to their Actions. 


Hereupon, in our Text, he foftens that Violence, with 


' which they rag'd againſt Chriſt and his Religion, as 


much as he can, by calling it a Teal of GOD. But his 
Generoſity could not corrupt his Judgment, and he 


therefore adds, but it was not according to Knowledpe. 


His Attempt to excufe them was a Sally of generous 


Paſſion, but hs Aﬀections were under Government, the 
theirs would endure no Controul, and therefore in the 
- Cloſe of the Verſe he gives out, he yields ro the Force 


. cording to Knowledge. "Twas begotten by ſome kind of 


of Reaſon in ſpire of the Feryor of his Love, and con- 


feſſes that their Practices would bear no Defence, They 


were animated with 4 Zeal for GOD, but tas not ac- 


religious Principles, but it was left ro rage as it would, 


and was managed by no Prudence nor Diſcretion; | ' 


INDEED Paſſion in this Caſe had need be careful. 


ly watched, leſt ir take Shelter under a Covert of Reli- 
gion, and break all Bounds by pleading Divine Autho- 
rity : A Commiſſion to rage in the Name of GOD, - 
gainſt which the moſt powerful Reaſons will be offer- 
ed in vain, | | 
FOR Fews are not the only Perſons who have been 
influenc'd with Zeal. Chriſtians, who have the Advan- 
rage of them in Point of Religion, have in too man 
Inſtances been heared with the like Fury. The Mem- 
bers of the Church of Rome have very fairly copied af- 
ter their Pattern, and indeed outdone the Original. Nor 
have the Reformed Churches been altogether free from 
the Miſchief of ſuch a Spirit. Pride and Paſſion have 


in many Caſes been dignified with the Name of Zeal, 
and Spleen and Rancour humour d, out of pretended or 


imaginary Coneern for God. And what Man at ſome 
time hath not felt intemperate Sallies of this Kind? 

THE Tragical Contrivance, which we are now mer 
to call. to Remembrance, is a flagrant Inſtance of the 


miſchievous Tendency of fierce and blind Zeal. And it | 


fliould' be fer up-as 2 Bitoy, ro warn us againſt driving 


upon the ſame Shelves 4” well as the Deliverance 


vouch- 


J 5 om „ 

a 0 2 * a *. „ 200; 4 5 
4.ſcril and comb. 

eft pro Patria meri; Tis decent and delicious to dis fh, 

Cong. This exceflive Love to his Countrymen, who 
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vouchſaf d us from the Danger, ſhould be ſer up as 8 


Pillar of Gratitude to GOD, who ſo ſeaſonably inter- 
terpos d, to fave the Proteſtant Cauſe from irmpMling 


a . 


*, *Ruin, To/ſerve this double Purpoſe, I have read the 


Words of the Text, as a proper Subject to be inſiſted 
on. In diſcourſing from them I | 


A I. me, GIVE ſome Account of the Nature of Teal in 
ener | 
II. Secondly, ENQUIRE what the Apoſtle means by 
calling Fewiſh Zeal, a Zeal of GOD. 9 
III. Thirdly, SHEW when ſuch a Zeal i, not accords 
ing to Knowledge, And, 5 
IV. Finally, MAKE Improvement. 


I. Firſt, WE will endeavour to give ſome Account of 
the Nature of Teal in General. Now this, according to 
the * Etymology of the Word, ſignifies an uncommon 
Fervency of Spirit or Temper, and that upon any Sub- 
ject or Occaſion. When Suſpicion in Man or Wife 
creates inward Uneaſineſs, and breaks our into es- 
louſy, which in Solomon's Language F is the Rage of 4 
Man, it is called by this Name, Thus the Apoſtle to 
the Corinthians, H I am jealous of you with * a godly Fea- 
louſy. Sometimes tis put for a chafing Frerfulneſs at the 
Poſſeſſions and Advantages of others, which is the pro- 

r Notion of Ervy. In this Senſe it is to be under- 

ood, when in our Tranſlation it is ſaid, the High- 
Priefts were ** filled with Indignation; as much as to 
ſay with the utmoſt Envy and Vexation, at the Succeſg 
of the Apoſtles Doctrine and Miracles. Sometimes, it 
is put for that aug of Mind, by which Men are 
prompted to che Imitation of good Examples. In this 
Senſe I think the Apoſtle Paul tells Titus, that Chriſt's 
+ peculiar People ſhould be I zealous of good Works, Warm 
Imitators of excellent Examples, ſuch as he once pro- 
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do the ie. in himſelſ. Sometimes it 
ands for vehemency of Deſire 
is OY rendered by our Tranſlators, + Covert carneftly 
8 
ina Religious Senſe. As when it is faid of our Saviour, 
the Jead- of thine, Houſe hath eaten me up. And in 
3 ſome what like this is it to be underſtood. in our 
Text. 47 | 
"BUT from this Account of che Erynology of the 
Word, and. its various Acceptations in the Writings of 
the New Teſtament, tis plain, that in general it lignifies 
ahy vehement Affection of the Mind, and may be taken 
in a good or bad Senſe. There is a wiched Zeal, when. 
4 the Spirit that is in us luſteth unto. Envy. There is. at 
laudable Zeal, when we are fir d by. Emulation, to ĩmi- 
tate or outdo the Virtues of others. And there is a 
Teal that is certainly Religious; when the Soul; through 
Iy poſſeſs d with the Love of GOD, breathes after him 
Abours hard to promote his Kingdom and Intereſts, 
and warmly, but yet regularly endeavours to remove 
hate ver ſtands in the Way. | | 
IN a Word, where-ever any Man is warm and fervent. 
for or agalnſt any thing, in his Endeavours to polſlels. ir: 
or, avoid it, to commend or diſparage, to preſerve or 
deſtroy, that is Zeal. The vehement Paſſion by it ſelf. 
doth not fully anſwer the Senſe of the Word. But a8. 
vehement Paſſions naturally move and ſtir all | 


8 


and drive him on to buſy and induſtrious Actions, ſo a: | 


; in chis Senſe the Verb 
N Sometames it is to be wholly 


Man may then be properly rermed ZEALOUS; when. 
he feels the Force 4 A Aion, impelliag, 


him to vigorous Action, and manifeſts: by his whole 
outward Conduct, that he is under ſuch an Impulſe. - - 

. NOW if this Fervency of Paſſion, this Concern of 
Mind, this. ſtirring Activity, be far what is Good, and 
againſt what is Evil, and that in a Degree p i 
ro the Things themſelves, it is a wiſe and commenda- 
ble Zeal. If it be againſt what is Good, or for what is. 
Evil, or manifeſtly diſproportiam d to the true Value of 
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Things, it is either altogerhe?, or in prdportion to its EK 
ceſi, criminal, and to be condemn d. And thus much ſniall 
ſuffice us to have ſaid about the Nature of Teal in gene- 


ral. We proceed now. 


++ 9 . * 
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II. Secondly, TO enquire what may be the Apoſtle's 
Meaning when he calls Fewiſh Zeal, a Zeal of GOD? 


AND in order hereunto, it will be proper to exa- 
mine a little, What Fewiſh Zeal was, and about what 
Objects employ d? And a flight Acquaintahce with the 
Holy Scriptures, and their Hiſtory will make it appear} 
that they were zealous for their old Religion, and againſt 
chat of the Chriſtians. Zealous in Pretence, and per- 


haps in Conceit, for Moſes, and thoroughly zealous a- 


gainſt Chrift, Tis true, they were lainentably gone 
off from their old Religion, and had in effett * made 
void the Laws of GOD by their Traditions. + Bur yet 


whatever they thought would diſhonour Meſes, or their 


Fathers, they eſteem'd Intolerable. For this Reaſori 


rhey hared our Saviour, his Doctrine ard Diſciples, 
becauſe they imagined the Religion of Moſes would be 
either wholly” vacated, or greatly diſparaged, by our 


Redeemer's Doctrines and Inſtitutions. 


© THEY were alſo ſtrangely prepoſſeſſed with Expecta- 
ral” 
Prince, and to ſubdue the Nations under them. Even 


tions of a Meſſias who was to be a mighty tem 


our Lord's own Diſciples were rinctur'd with this Fancy, 
bur ir quite bewitch'd the Body of that People. For 


which Reaſon they were angry with our Saviour for © 
prerending to be the Meſſias, and with his Apoſtles for 
reaching this Truth, when he never made a Figure 
ike the Prince they expected, nor any Attempts to 
ſhake off the Reman Yoke ; but on the contrary, talked . 
of ſetting up a Kingdom in the Hearts of Men, that 
was wholly Spiritual; and inſtead of * promiſing them 
any ſecular Advantages by becoming his Diſciples, : 
rather warn d them, that they muſt expect to run the 
urmoſt Hazards, and expoſe themſelves to the ſharpeſt” 


Sufferings. 
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- THIS the Fews could not relih, but under the Power 
of their Prejudices, refiſted the Evidence, of the meſt 
numerous AN _ Miracles; and rag'd ro fuch a de- 
gree againſt the moſt heavenly Truth, and the Perſon” 
of the Son of GOD, as to extomimunicate all who own'd 
themſelves his Diſciples, to prefer the Life of a com- 
mon Robber before his, to rabble a reluctant Heather 
Judge into a Sentence of Condemnarion againſt him, 
 erncify him with infolent Pleaſure, and run upon al 
who called themſelves his Diſciples, with the like bru- 
tiſh Violence. ws 
NOW this vehement and fierce on of theirs 
to the Goſpel of GOD, this fervent Concern to fur 
their own Polity, and ruin the Kingdom of Chri#t, is 
what the Apoſtle in our Text calls their Zeal of GOD; 
In what Senſe this Epithet may be given it, is rhe En- 
quiry before us > And here, cs D PR a 
+ Firſt, II is evident that this Fea! of GOD, can't bè 
"underſtood to be a Zeal from as if ir hafl him 
for its Author. The way of ſpeaking here uſed,” muſt 
fomerimes have ſuch a Significarion, Out of many In- 
ſtances that might be given, a few ſhall be here alledg'd: 
Thus when Paul ſaith “ he had had his Converſation in 
Simplicity and godly Sincerity f by the Grace of GOD; 
we muft underſtand ir by gracious Aﬀeſtances from 
GOD. Thus, what is the + Righteoufneſs of GOD in the 
Epiſtle to the 4 Romans, (by which the Apoſtle means 
GOD's gracious Method for juſtifying Sinners by Faith 
in Chriſt,) in the Epiſtle to the ** Philippians is the 
++ Riphreouſneſy from GOD, proceeding from him as ity 
Proj and Author. Thus allo the ++ Peace of GOD, 
= be underſtood of Peace ing from GOD, 
and beſtowed by Him. In this Senſe he is ſtil'd the 
„% LORD ef Peace, and under this Title is requeſted 
by the Apoſtle to beſtow Peace on the {+ Theſſalonians. 
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BUT the Zeal of 'GOD in our Text, can't be en- 
titled to any ſuch Original. For GOD can never be 
the Author of a Spirit, ſo virulent in its Oppoſition to 
his Intereſts and Kingdom. The Suppoſition would 
divide GOD againſt Himſelf, which were every whit 
2 abſurd, as to allow both Parts of a Contradiction to 

true. | 

SHOULD we ſuppoſe, that GOD ſent his Son into 
the World to take down the old Fewiſh Conſtitution, 
and ſer up another in its Room more manly and ſpiritual, 
that he impowered him to work Miracles, ordain Apo- 
ſtles and other Miniſters of this ſpiritual Kingdom, and 
communicate to them a Power of working Miracles al- 
ſo, for procuring Credit to what they taught in his 
Name. And on the other Hand ſuppoſe alſo, that he 
inſpir d the Jews with the moſt implacable Malice a- 
gainſt his Son, and thoſe Commiſſion d Officers of his, 
and inſtigated them to contrive and attempt the Deſtru · 

ction of this Kingdom, and the Fruſtration of all his 
own Purpoſes in the Erection of it, what ſhould we 
make of GOD by ſuch contradictory Suppoſitions? 
Could there be any Dependance * by Veracity, 
who was capable of acting ſuch Inconſiſtencies? And 
how blaſphemous a Thought is it, to ſuppoſe GOD 
would take ſuch Meaſures, as muſt deſtroy his own 
Veracity, or the Credit of all his Revelations, Promiſes 
and Threatnings, which are the Inſtruments by which 
he governs his Creatures? What were this but in ef- 
fect to ruin his own Authority? 
| WE muſt conclude therefore of this Jeal, as another 
Apoſtle doth of that Viſdom, of which this bitter Spirit 
3 a main Ingredient, that * it i not from above. It is 
not the Offspring of GOD, nor deſcended from Hea- 
ven. It is altogether of baſer Extraction. It i earthly 
and deviliſp. It is begotten by the Devil on a corrupt 
Heart. It is the Iſſue of a blind Mind and unmortified 
Paſſions, and therefore can never be from GOD. If it 
were, it would certainly bear ſome Reſemblance to 
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him. 


deſcribd and compar dl. 11 
him. But can that have any Likeneſs to GOD, chat ra- 
ges ſo fiercely againſt his Intereſt and Image upon his 
Goſpel, and thoſe in whom an Evangelical Spirit is in- 
generated ? * Can bitter and ſweet Iſſue from the ſame 
Fountain ? Or Chriſt and Antichriſt have the ſame Fa- 
ther ? It is im le. Nor, opp + I 

Serondly, MUST we underſtand this Zeal of GOD, 
as if rhe Apoſtle meant 4 Godly Zeal, a Teal truly Religi- 
ous, Thus I find the Phraſe ſometimes interpreted f I 
am jealous over you with a + godly Fealouſy. So the 4 4. 
- talks of having his Converſation in . godly Sincerity. 
*Tis conform to the Hebrew Idiom, which is very often 
uſed in the Writings of the New Teſtament, to make 
one of two Subſtantives, in Regimane, to ſupply the 
room of an Adjective. Thus beſides the Paſſages here 
produc'd, what we tranſlate ++ his glorious Power is in 
the *, Original, the Power of his Glory. What we tran- 
flare the II glorious Appearing of the great GOD, is in the 
- ® Original, the Appearance of the Glory of the great GOD. 
And many Places might be produced, where the ſame 
way of ſpeaking in the Original, would be moſt pro- 
perly tranſlated after this Manner, where yet our Tran- 
ſlators have thought fir ro keep to the Hebrew Idiom. 

. BUT the Words of our Text, will by no means 
admit this Senſe. To call this Zeal a godly Teal, were 
a notorious abuſe of Words. If it were truly Godly, 
it might proceed from GOD. Ir would have the San- 
tion of his Command, or ar leaſt his Approbation. It 
would be Zeal iſſuing from the Law of GOD, under 
the Condutt of a Spirir of fincere Religion, and purſu- 
ing truly Religious Ends, by opt and pertinent Means. 
But from what we have ſaid of it above, tis very evi- 
dent that theſe Qualities do not in the leaſt — to 
it. For what ſo violently oppos d the Kingdom of GOD, 
muſt carry in ir direct Oppoſition to GOD himſelf. 
For to oppoſe his Government in whatever Manner he 
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thinks fir to adminiſter it, is indeed to oppoſe himſelf. 
To diſown his Royalty, is in Effect to dem his Being. 
This therefore inſtead of being a godly Teal muſt come 
under the quite contrary Denomination. It was a Zeal 
that could have nothing of true Religion in it, becauſe 
it was a Zeal againſt true Religion. And was ſo far 
from being commanded by GOD or having his Appro- 
harion, that twas a principal Part of that Guilt, which 
brought the Wrath of GOD upon theſe Jews to the utter- 
woſt, Let, | | | | 
| Fi IT may in a qualified Senſe be term. 
a Zeal of GOD. It was a Zeal about Religion, o 
which GOD is the Principal Objett. It was Zeal for a 
Religion, of which GOD was certainly the Author. 
Meſes received it from GOD, and in his Name deli- 
vered it to them. And it deſerved high Eſteem upon 
account of its heavenly Original. They are right in 
keeping up a Veneration for it, if they had not carried 
this Reverence too far. But it ſhould never have ex- 
ceeded the divine Warrant. He who had Right to in- 
ſtitute, had certainly equal Power to alter or abrogate. 
And when he had ſent his Son into the World, to ſet 
up a better Conſtitution than theirs, they ſhould have 
ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of GOD, and not have cheriſh- 
ed a Fondneſs for their own, which was inconſiſtent 
with their Duty at that Time, and drove them into ſuch 
violent 1 to the Meſſia, in his Perſon, Do- 
ctrine Diſciples. But they fondly thought, be- 
cauſe their Polity and Religion were Divine in theit 
Original, that they were therefore unaltęrable in their 
Nature, and ſo out of imaginary regard to the Honour 
of GOD, they were hurried into extravagant and 
boundleſs Spite againſt Chriſt and his Intereſts. You 
ſee then how ſome kind of Concern for the Honour of 
GOD, might lie at the bottom, and be the Spring of 
rheir-fierce and fiery Teal. | 72 

BUT it is obvious, that they were wrong in their No- 
tions, and under a groſs and palpable Deluſion. They 
thought) That to be for the Honour of GOD, which 
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evidently was not. And That bay ati his 
— which was manifeſtly AN 2 it, and had the 
Stamp of his own Authority. Aud their 
and violent Temper raking rhe Advamage of this th 
Error, puſh'd them upon all the Exttava of blim 
Zeal and fierce Bigotry, Inſomuch chat ar hey rhonght 

® they did GOD Service, when the . his Son, 


and took away the Lives of his moſt Jo 3thful Servants. Such 
fierce and bloody Zeal indeed, could nor be] 4 ä 
dcer 


r Luſts w ir Members, as St, Femits 
— you in another 8 "Twas, like the Wrath of 
ſome of their Progenirors + fierce and cruel, and for that 
Reafon was in truth a curſed Zeal. And we can never 
be warranted to do any thing, inconſiſtent with the na- 
tural and unchangeable Du es we owe to GOD or ou 
Fellow -Creatutes, our of any Preretice of Zeal. 4 N 
. Evil muſt be done, that Good may cume of it, as will be 
more fully manifeſted hereafter. 

THE Sum of what has been ſaid under this He 
is this, That as far as Regard to the Honour of 
and Concern for His Religion might be ſuppos d to ex- 
cite their Zeal, ſo far may ir be ſaid to have been a Feet 
for GOD. That ir was ſo in the Imagination of mam 
of chem, is very probable,” but yet in Truth, it was à 
warm Zeal . inſt GOD, his HT and Incerefts. 

Laſtly, I ſomerimes th oup ht with myſelf, 
char the Apoſtle means no more by the Expreſſion, 
chan that their Teal was uncommon and exceſſive. Cera 

it is, that according to the Hebrew HAiom, the Addition 
of any Name of GOD ro a Subſtantive, in many 
Caſes ſerves only to magnify the thing, and 5 | 
V Signification. Thus what we tranſlate a f very 
ing, is in the Original a Trembling of 2 
Wb we tranſlate 4+ the goodly Cedars, is in che Origi- 
nal the „ Cedars of GOD. And ſometimes it ——— 
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the ſame es, when it follows the Subſtantive in 
the Dative Caſe. Thus what we tranſlate * an exceedin 
great City, is in the Original, a City great to GOD. Suc 
an Hebraiſm you have in the New Teſtament, where it is 
ſaid of Moſes in our Tranſlation, 4 He was exceeding fair, 
in the Original Greek, 4 He was fair to GOD, And 
though there be not many Places in the New Teſta- 
ment, where our Tranſlators give the like Turn to 
the Words, when the Name of GOD follows the Sub- 
ſtantive in the Genitive Caſe, yer I think ſeveral occur, 
that would be moſt juſtly thus tranſlated. © One or two 
Iwill offer. | | 
THUS what our Tranflators render, +1 Have Faith 
in GOD, is in the Original the ** Faith of GOD, by 
which, as I conceive, we are to underſtand great Faith, 
yea, the greateſt of all, the Faith of Miracles, as is evi- 
dent to any who will conſulr the next following Verſe. 
To ſay therefore, Have Faith in GOD, doth not expreſs 
the full Force of the Phraſe, becauſe this may be com- 
mon to every Chriſtian, bur rhe Faith here intended is 
what was peculiar to the Apoſtles, and thoſe who were 
endued with a Spirit, and called ro an Office, reſem- 
bling theirs. In this Senſe alſo, I would chuſe to un- 
derſtand that Paſſage, where Chriſtians are ſaid 47 to 
rejoice in the Hope of the *, Glory of GOD, g. d. the Hope 
of the utmoſt Glory, what in another Place the ſame 
Apoſtle calls, 44 an exceeding Weight of Glory. Per- 
haps in this Senſe alſo, may that Text we have quoted 
before be underſtood, * I am jealous of you with a 
godly Fealouſy, a | Fealouſy of GOD. Indeed our Tranſla- 
tors have given it a true Senſe, when they call it a god- 
ly Jealouſy, bur I think the more proper Senſe would 
be, with exceeding great Fealouſy, q. d. my Fears of yo 
and my Concern for you, are too great to be expreſſed. 
THUS I think the Zeal of GOD in our Text ls to be 
underſtood, They have exceſſive Zeal. They are Per- 
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ſons of a very fervent Spirit, eſpecially about Matters 
of Religion That this is true in Fact might be made 
Appear from Scri Paſſages, and the Hiſtorians" of 
their own and other Nations. This Senſe the Words 
will fairly bear. And ſeeing this is the Truth of the 
Caſe, and conformable to the Scriprure Stile in other 

Places, I am ME this is the proper Senſe. We 
proceed therefore, | | ; 


III. Thirdly, TO enquire when ſuch Zeal as this, s 
not according to Knowledge, The Meaning of which 
Expreſſion in general is, that under the Influence of 
their Zeal they acted blindly, and withour due Thoughr 
and Reflection. Their Paſſions are ſtrong and violent, 
bur they wanted Judgment to guide them. So that 
they gave way to the 72 of their own Temper, 
and ſuffered ir to carry them into Acts of utmoſt Bar- 
barity towards their Brethren, and the moſt raging Op- 
pofirion to GOD, for whom they thought themſelves 
zealous, and to that Kingdom of GOD, which they all 
the while thought, they were uſing their utmoſt Endea- 
vouts to ſecure and promote. 

AND Zeal thus qualified, whatever may be the Mo- 
tives to it, whatever the Pretences made by it, is a 
Temper of Mind extremely wicked. For it es a 
Man to have taken from his Reaſon its proper Autho- 
rity, and to have given up that, and all his other Pow- 
ers to the Conduct of his Paſſions. And nothing is ſo 
Miſchievous as this blind Zeal. Tis indeed aſtoniſhing 
to conſider, into what Outrages againſt GOD and Men, 
Perſons have been carried by the Impetus of this Tem- 

r, and yet have all the while been applauding them- 

ves, and in their deluded Imagination, recommend- 
ing themſelves to GOD and meriting hu Favour. But 
the Buſineſs before us is to ſhew in ſome Particulars, 
- when Zeal muſt have this Epither affix d to it, and be 
deem'd not according to Knowledge. And here, 

Firſt, A Zeal for Ignorance muſt be, I think, ſuch a 
blind Zeal. For a Man under the Conduct of ſound 
Reaſon, can never be advis d or prompted to extin- 
guiſh his own Light or that of other Mens. The Sup- 
poſition of the contrary would {er Reaſon ar * 
| t | wi 
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with ir ſelf and make a * Communion of -Light with 
Darkneſs, - Where-ever there is true Knowledge, there 
i a Value for it, an Affection to it, and an Abhorrence 
to its contrary, He therefore whoſe Mind is well in- 
formed, and whoſe Paſſions and other Powers are un- 
der the Conduct of ſuch a Mind, can never be a Zealot 
for Ignorance. It were monſtrous for him to like Igno- 
rance in himſelf, for this cannot be without deſtroying 
his Reliſh for Lighr and Truth. And he can have no 
greater Affection for it in others, when he acts conſiſt- 
ently with himſelf. He can never therefore promote 
Ignorance in orhers, withour doing Violence to hisown 
Inclinations, unleſs he has ſome Intereſt to ſerve by this 
M „to which his Inclination may be more impe- 
tuous. A Teal for Iguorance, therefore, muſt be a Zeal 
not according to Knowledge, or not under the Conduct of 
ſound Reaſon, and true Judgment. | 
 'FHIS was one Quality of Fewiſh Zeal. Thoſe 
among them who were Learned in their Laws, were 
mightily Opinionared of Themſelves, and had the moſt 
Contemptuous Thoughts of the Common People, who 
had nor Leiſure or Inclination for thoſe Studies. 4 This 
People that knoweth net the Law are curſed. And to flat- 
ter and cheriſh their own Pride and Contempt of the 
Multitude, and maintain a Veneration for themſelves 
among the Ignorant, they ſeem ro have impropriated 
this Knowledge. And therefore our Saviour taxes them 
with + taking away the Ry of Knowledge. They would 
not enter in themſelves, and thoſe that would, they hindered, 
A plain Intimation this, that as they labour d to keep 
the People in Ignorance even againſt their Inclinations, 
ſo with all their own mighty Pretences to ſuperior 
Knawledge, they did indeed abhor what was true and 
wſeful. And this in another Place of Scripture is called 
4 ſhutting up the Kingdom of Heaven, both againſt thems 
felves and others. For keep Men in Ignorance, and you 
effectually ſhur them out of the Kingdom of GOD. 
NOR hath the Church of Rome come ſhort of the 
Jews at all in this ſort of Zeal. "Tis a Maxim among 
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them} That Iorance 2 the Mother of Devotion. "And-it 
may be ſo of Devotion to the Clergy, which is the true 


Meaning of this Paradox, when it comes ro be explain d. 
Are not the Divine Oracles in the Church kept out of 


the Hands of the People, and the Bible lock d up in an 


unknown Tongue, as a pernicious Book, the common 
Uſe of which is the Source of all Hereſies, and rherefore 
in their Language the Bane of the Church and the Pot- 
ſon of Souls ? Are not the Vulgar in almoſt all PopiſÞ 
Churches forbidden the Uſe of ir, in their Morher 
Tongue? Nay, thoſe among the Laity, who have 
skill in the Languages, are not permitted to look into 
this dangerous Book in the Originals, without a Li- 
cenſe firſt obtain d; and the bare asking for a Licenſe 
gives ſuch Suſpicion of Hereſy, that very few, e 
ly in Countries where the Inquiſition is eſtabliſſi d, have 
the Courage to venture at ir, Never were ſuch Pains 
taken to prevent Acquaintance with any Book elſe, as 
is taken bo Church of Nume to prevent the Importa- 
tion of Bibles, into any Country under her Yoke in the 


guage. It is well known by all that Traf- 
ck into thoſe Countries, that no Ship belonging to a 
Proteſtant Nation, can be well at Anchor in any Parr 
where the Inquz/ition is, before ſhe ſhall be ſearched 
and vitited for Bibles, and other Proteſtant Books, by. 
the Officers of that Tribunal, who carry away all 
they meer with to that Holy Court, fas ir is call'd) 
where they are without Mercy committed to rhe 
Flames. . 

IT is confeſs d, there have been ſome ſuch Tranſla- 
tions of the Bible, or ſome Parts of it, made by Pa- 
piſts. As the New Teſtament was heretofore render d in- 
ro Engliſh, by the Popiſh Seminary of that Nation at 
eim. But this was done rather that Papiſts might 
have ſome Excuſe ro make, when this Inftance of their 
Church's Tyranny is objected to them, than from any 
liking they have to traſt even ſuch a Tranſlation in the 
Peoples Hands. And therefore we are rold in the Pre- 
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face to it, that had it not been among Proteſtants, the 
Tranſlation would not have been very requiſite, nor perhaps 
wholly tollerable. And indeed, in all Countries where 
the Inquiſition is ſettled, ſuch a Tranſlation, tho cor- 
rupt in many Places and fortified with Catholick, Notes 
too, would be reckon'd intellerable, taken away from the 
Poſſeſſor, bring him under great Suſpicion, and expoſe 
him ro great Hazards. 

OF all the Churches in Communion with that of 
Rome, the French hath rerained moſt of the Spirir of Li- 
berty. Yer is it well known, what a mighty ſtir has 
been lately made among them, about Father Queſnel's 
Propoſitions (ſome of which aſſert the Peoples Right to 
read the Writings of the New Teſtament) and with how 
warm a Zeal the Feſuits have appeared againſt theſe Pro- 
22 as containing danmable Hereſies, and how near- 
y they had accompliſhed the Deſtruction of all the re- 
maining Liberties of that Church, by employing the 
Royal Authority (which was very much at their Devo- 
tion in the latter Part of the Reign of Lewis XIV.) to 
get the Popes Conſtitution, condemning thoſe Propoſi- 
tions, received and ſubmitted to by all the Biſhops of 
France. 

NOR is it ſtrange they ſhould be ſuch fierce Zealots 
againſt this pernicious Book, ſince one of their Cardinals 
hath honeſtly confeſs d, That the having the Bible in the 
* Langunges, would be the Ruin of their Religion. 

UT can there be a more convincing Evidence 
of the Weakneſs of their Cauſe, than the Solicitude 
they ſhew ro keep a Copy of the Legacy of their Hea- 
venly Father, out of the Hands of his Children? How 
applicable to this Cafe is that of our Saviour? * Eve- 
ry one that doeth Evil, hateth the Light, and cometh not to 
the Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved. Certainly 
they can never be the Children of Light, who affect ro 
live in Darkneſs themſelves, and endeavour to ſpread 
it over all others. A Zeal of this kind may be warm, 
bur it can never be wiſe. Or if it may be the Reſult of 
Crafr and wicked Policy, a Practice well becoming 
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them * who lie in wait to deceive, it can never be recon- 
cil'd with Honeſty, and true Principles of Religion. 
They who are acted by ſuch a Zeal, muſt either be ig- 
norant of the Nature of Chriſtianity,. or conſcious that 
they have corrupted and deprav d it. But, 

Secondly, A Zeal for Error and again#t Truth, muſt be 
Zeal not according to Knowledge. A Man may err in- 
deed, without knowing it, and be warm for his Mi- 
ſtakes, ſuppoſing them all the while important Truths. 
So alſo may he be zealous in Oppoſition to Truth, un- 
der the Notion and Appearance of Error and Hereſy. 
And all the while his Zeal may be under the Conduct 
of hy judgment, indeed, but not of true and right 
— And that Zeal can never be according to 

nowledge, that is warm for that Error, which the 
Man ſhould reject, or againſt the Truth which he ſhould 
embrace and promore. For Error is not properly 
Knowledge, bur rance. When I have a Notion of 
Things, otherwiſe than they are, I can in no Proprie. 

be ſaid ro know them. For all proper Knowledge is 
ruth, or ſuch an Apprehenſion of Things as is agree- 
able to their Nature; to think otherwiſe of them, is 
not to think rightly about them, or in other Words, 
not to know them. Zeal for Error then, or againſt 
Truth, is really a Teal for Ignorance, and therefore muſt 
be a Zeal not according to Knowledge. It is in effect a 
Zeal againſt Knowledge, as being for what is oppolite 
to It. ä 
THIS is the Notion holy Scripture gives us of 
Fewiſh Zeal heretofore. Peter tells his furious Coun- 
trymen, Thar they f denzed the Holy One and Fuſt, and 
deſir d a Murtherer to be granted to them, and killed the 
Prince of Life, but adds, I well know that you did it thro' 
rance, as did alſo your Rulers. + Paul tells us of 
himſelf, That he was a Blaſphemer, 4 Perſecutor and Inju- 
rious, but he did it Ignorantly in Unbelief. And theres 
fore in his Apology before King Agrippe, he ſaich, 
J That he werily thought with himſelf that be ought to do 
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many Things contrary to the Name of Jeſus Nazareth. 
And he acted like one m Earneft, like one who was 
under the Impulſe of imperuous Zeal, enflam'd by 
groſs De luſion and Miſtake, which the holy Writers 
juſtly call by the Name of Ignorance. SH. 
AND have nor the ors of Rome come up to this 
Jewiſh Pattern, in the Blindneſs as well as Fierceneſs 
of their Zeal > Have they nor uſed hearry Endeavours 
ro extinguiſh the very Light of Divine Truth, by ſup- 
prefling the Study of the Scriptures ? Have they nor 
[ws $a Error, the moſt groſs and palpable Errors, 
with a burning Zeal, even in the Letter? What elſe is 
the monſtrous Fragment of Tranſubſtantiation, by 
which they mean that * the Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, cogetber with his Soul and Divinity, are truly, 
really and ſubſtantially preſent in the Sacrament of the Sup- 
per, and that the whole Subſtance of the Bread is changed 
inta the Body, and the whole Subſtance of the Nine 
into the Blood? This, in the cruel Reign of our firſt - 
Queen Mary, was the Article by which Hereticks were 
tried. But can any thing be more contradictory to all 
Reaſon and common Senſe, than rhar a bir of Bread 
ſhould be the very Subſtance of our Lord's Body ? 
Would nor he be look'd upon to have a very monſtrous 
Underſtanding, who with his Eyes in his Head, could 
really believe an Egg to be an Elephant, or a Muſtard- 
Seed a Man? Why this may much more eaſily be cre. 
dired than Tranſubſtantiation : For this being admitted 
for a Truth, 2 muſt not only believe a Wafer to be 
a Man, the Subſtance of rhe Wafer to be converted 
into a Humane Body, which, was in Being before, but 
that in every Crumb of the Wafer is the entire Body of a 
Man in its Shape, in its full Size and Dimenſions, and 
yer that there is no more than one ſuch Body in the 
whole Wafer neither ; nay, though there may be. ten 
Thouſand times ten Thouſand ſuch Wafers at once in Be- 
ing, with this entire Body in each of them, nay in every 
Crumb of each of them, yet this Body is in all theſe ſe- 
veral Wafers, and at many hundred Miles Diſtance 
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one from another, che very ſame individual Body with- 
out Maltiplication or Diftintion, with a Mulrirude of 
other Abſurdities, if poflible more groſs than this. And 
is not that a very blind Teal that will burn Men alive 
for not believing this Article, and to have a full Re- 
venge upon ſuch croſs ' Hereticks, will burn them over 
again in the World ro come | 

BUT can any thing be more prepoſterous chan for a 
Church that hath made Tranſubſtantiation an Article of 
Faith, to lay claim to Jnfallibility > Yer ſhe acts very 
conſiſtently by making this Article rhe Teſt, whether 
Men will allow her Claim. For if ſhe be Infallible in 
this Inſtance, ſhe may well be truſted in every Point 
elſe. If Tranſubſtantiation be true, then may the Pope, 
without Difficulty, paſs for Peter's Succeſſor, and the Vi- 
car of Chriſt. Purgatory may paſs for an aweful Reali- 
ry, and no longer be accounted a cunningly deviſed Fable, 
ro bring Wealth to the Prieſts, and keep the Laity in 
Dependance upon them. The Maſs may then be a 

pitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of the Living and Dead. 
There may be true and proper Merit in the good Works 
of juſtified Perſons, not only to deſerve Eternal Life for 
themſelves, but contribute alſo to the common Fund of 
Merit, to procure Indulgence for others, and releaſe 
impriſoned Souls out of Purgatory. Prieſts may then 
really abſolve Men from the Guilr of Sins, and pardon 
them upon Confeſſion, Attrition and Penance, whether 
they be truly Penirent or no. In a Word, if Tranſub- 
ſtantiation be true, nothing elſe can be falſe. All the 
other Errors of that Church, this being admitted for 
Truth, may be embrac'd with cordial and eaſy aſſent. 
For after a Man has renounced all his owns Light, both 
Senſe and Reaſon, which he muſt do to believe Tan- 
' ſubſtantiation, he has no more to do, bur to ler his dear 
Mother take him by the Hand, and lead him where 
ſhe pleaſes. He has no Light of his own ro uſe any 
longer, and ſo muſt be glad to fee by hers, and then 
all rhe Difficulty is over, and her Articles may be ta- 
ken by rhe Lump. Bur if theſe Tenets of tbe Church 
of Rome be groſs Errors, as they appear to be at firſt- 
ſięht to all who underſtand Religion, or are acquaint- 
ed with the Bible, her Zeal for them cannot be accord. 
ing 7; Knowledge. Again, Thirdly, 
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- Thirdly, A Zeal againſt Piety, or for Irreligion or Lewd 
neſs, muſt be 4 _ not according to Knowledge, For 
the Knowledge of which the Apoſtle here ſpeaks, is a 
Knowledge in Matters of Religion. A Knowledge in 
other Things can have no Concern with this Zeal, 
which by the Account we have given of it, was a Zeal 
about Religion. And as real Knowledge in other Cates, 
hath Truth for irs Object, as we have been obſerving 
before, ſo Religious Knowledge muſt have true Reli- 
gion for its Object. And that Zeal which is againſt 
true Religion, muſt for that Reaſon, be 4 Zeal not ac- 
cording to — | 

NOW true Religion is always addreſſed to the true 
GOD, and proceeds from him. And may be conſi- 
der'd (in rhe _ Senſe, in which we chiefly rake 
it under this Head) as deſcribd in his Laws, or tran- 
ſcrib'd from them into the Hearts and Lives of Men, 
And rheſe Laws of GOD are either founded in Na- 
ture, or the poſitive Conſtitutions of his Authority, which 
muſt be ſubmitted to upon his Command, though we 
can ſee no reaſon beſides his mere plegſure, why they 
ſhould have been enjoynd. And theſe Laws muſt be 
made known to us, either by the common Light of 

Reaſon, or that of Revelation, as ſupplemental to ir. 
Now a Zeal againſt all, or any part of Religion, 
which is truly from GOD, is 4 Zeal not according to 
Knowledge. | | 

SUCH is a Zeal for Atheiſm and Impiety, Atheiſm 
in Speculation or Practice. For a Disbelief of GOD's 
Being or Providence, or a T of Him and all 
Religion, manifeſted in the Life and Converſation. If 
Men are zealous in propagating ſuch Principles, or pro- 
moting ſuch Practices, they are blind ⁊ealots indeed. 
To be zealous for a Religion, though it be Erroneous, 
may have ſome Plea made for it, may have ſomewhat 
ſpecious and commendable in it; but to be warm and 
buſie in deſtroying all Religion, argues at once the ut- 
moſt Blindneſs and Fierceneſs in conjunction. The 
Wretch who labours ar this Drudgery, muſt be either 
Dull as a Brute, or Raging as a Fury. 

SUCH alſo is that Zeal, which decries all Revela- 


&cn, and villiſies all the Duries of Religion, that are 
- nor 
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not of Natural but Poſiti ve Obligation, and Labours to 
the uttermoſt to bring every Thing of this kind into 
Contempt. In this Deſign are the Free-Thinkers among 
us engag d, Men who value themſelves upon the Force 
of their Genius, and Freedom of their Souls, as if they 
were the Men, and Wiſdom were to die with them; as if 
they thought it impoſſible for GOD to aſſiſt his Crea- 
rures Underſtanding by any ſupernatural Vouchſafe- 
ments, or elſe that they needed no ſuch Aſſiſtances from 
Him. For if this be not their real Senſe, I ſee no rea- 
ſon why they ſhould diſown and decry the Scripture 
Revelation, ſince none of them, I'll be bold to ſay, are 
able to produce ſo good Title to their Eſtates, as we 
can Evidence of the Bibles being a Revelation from 
GOD. Sure J am, that theſe ſacred Books give us more 
Full Inſtruction in all the Parts of Moraliry and Religi- 
on, and a more true Account of the Perfections of 
60 and the Nature of Man, than all the other Books 
in the World beſides; from whence the Inference is 
natural, that either the Penmen of theſe Books had di- 
vine Inſpiration, and immediate Aſſiſtances, or elſe 
Plowmen, and Shepherds, and Fiſhermen among the Fews, 
had more Wiſdom and Knowledge, than all rhe Lztc- 
rati and Philoſophers of Rome and Athens, which is an 
Inference not very much to the Honour of Free-Think- 
ing. But methinks all who are true Friends to uſeful 
Knowledge, ſhould be thankful for a Divine Revelati- 
on, and be ready to receive whatever comes recom- 
mended as ſuch, with ſufficient Evidence, ſuch I mean 
as the Nature of the Thing will bear, and in all like 
Caſes would be deemed ſufficient. But to be ever 
Cavilling and Clamorous againſt ſuch a Revelation, to 
diſown and diſparage ir, can never be a Zeal for rrue 
and uſeful Knowledge; however, our Free-Thinkers 
2 be fond of engroſſing that Commodiry to them- 

Ives. | 
- SUCH alſo is the Zeal of the Romiſh Church in 


many r 

do not indeed charge them, with diſowning all 
Divine Revelation, or denying the Scriptures to contain 
what is ſuch. Bur they have much weaken d the Au- 
thority of it, by putting their Traditions (which, . 


[ 
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fect, are all their groſs Errors and Corruptions, all their 
Fopperies and Superſtitions) upon a level with it, as 
whe as by making the Credit and Authority of this 
Revelation, wholly dependent upon that of their Church. 
And how many of their celebrated Writers have been 
employed in weakning the Authority of the written 
Word, by talking ſo contemptuouſly of it, as if it were 
their Deſign to bring it into utter Diſregard? To this 
ſe are we told by them, That it is Imperfett and In- 
ſufficient, containing but ® a very ſmall part of Things 
neceſſary to Salvation; that it is all wrapp'd up in 
Clouds and Darkneſs, as f obſcure as the Writings of A- 
riſtotle, who is thought to have put Mens Minds upon the 
Rack by his affected Darkneſs. That it is a very Noſe of 
Max, a Leaden Rule, that may be bent and ſer at Plea- 
ſure, a Dumb Witneſs, perfect + unſenc d Characters, that 
have no Meaning, but what is given by their Church, 
either by the Mouth of the Living Fudge, or by Oral 
Tradition. This is diſparaging the Bible Revelation 
with a Wirneſs. And it is not much ſhort of difown- 
ing it, to take ir out of the Hands of the People, and, 
for juſtifying this Tyranny, to maintain obſtinately, 
that it is not a Rule of Faith or Practice. 

WE charge them not with any av:wed Intention to 
deſtroy all ſerious Piety and true Godlineſs, yet we ſay 
they have contributed a great deal towards it, by their 
Diſtinction between Venial and Mortal Sins, their Do- 
ctrines about Abſolution and Penance, Human Satifacti- 
ons, the Merit of rhe Saints and Þndulgences, the Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs, which makes Propitiation for the Sins 
of the Living and the Dead, and Purgatory, to overlook 
the very looſe Deciſions of their Caſeifticel Divines. By 
theſe ſeveral Doctrines, and their mutual Dependance, 
they have ſo ordered the Matter, that none are likely 
to miſs Heaven, but thoſe who have no Money or 
Friends, to purchaſe Indulgences and Abſolutions whilſt 
they live, or procure Maſſes to be ſaid for them when 
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they are dead. For this is the ſhort but true State of 
the Caſe. Venial Sins with them merit not eternal Pu- 
niſuments, and there are few Sins bur, by the Diſtin- 
ions of their Caſuiſtt, are ſome way or other made 
Venial. Mortal Sins indeed have this Demerit, but by 
Confefſion, attended with a little Grief, and followed 
with Prieſtly Abſolution, theſe merited Everlaſting Pains 
may be exchanged for Temporal ones, in the Sacras 
ment of Penance ; but if full ſatisfaction be not made 
by ſuch Sufferings in Life, the Pains of Purgatory are 
to follow, theſe are grievous as the Pains of Hell, though 
not ſo laſting; but then they may be prevented by large 
Indulgences procured in Lye, or quickly finiſhed by the 
Celebration of — affer Death, in which our Savi- 
our is ſuppoſed ro be made a real Sacrifice, to procure 
Remiſſion for the dead Man's Sins. And is not this 
in effect to deſtroy all ſerious Religion? Indeed, the 
Poor muſt give themſelves the Trouble of being Reli- 
gious in good earneſt, if they would eſcape Purgatory, 
or ever get out of it; but the Rich have an eaſier way 
to Heaven, if they can but make the Prieſts their 
Friends, by a bountiful Gratuity, they need fear no 
Danger. This, if I miſtake nor, is changing the Na- 
ture of rhe Goſpel, and preaching good Tidings to the 
Rich inſtead of the 4 Poor. way 

WE charge them not with denying Religious Nor- 
ſhip to the one true GOD, bur they have many other 
Objects of Religious Worſhip, and that in flat Contra- 
diction to Divine Command. For God appropriates 
all proper Religious Worſhip, External and Internal, to 
himſelf, + Thou ſhalt Worſhis the Lord thy GOD, and 
him only ſhalt thou ſerve. But they, by a Diſtinction + 
vain in itſelf, and which would have juſtified a 2 
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* Luke xviii. 25. Tf Mat. xi. 3. 4 Mat. iv. 10. 
+ I mean that between Mga and quae. The fit of 
which, they tell us, implies ſuch Worſhip as is ſo approp! i- 
ate to GOD, that it cannot be given to any Creature, but © 
the latter ſuch as may. This is a Diſlin4jon unknown #0 
Seriptare, and inconſiſtent with its common Fo; ms of ſpea- 
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deal of the Idolatry of the wiſer Pagans, excuſe them- 
ſelves in offering up Adorations, Supplicarions, Vows 
and other Religious Worſhip to Angels and Saints de- 
parted, even ſuch Saints as — been Canoni ed, or in 
the Language of ſome of their Writers, Deified, by the 
Church of Reme, many of which have had no other 
Sanctity, than that of the moſt perfidious ® Traitors, 
wild I Enthuſiaſts, or miſchievous Incendiaries. 

GOD has forbidden all Worſhip of himſelf by L. 
mages, or any external Repreſentstions, and that for very 
important Reaſons, for every ſenſible Repreſentation of 
GOD muſt bely and miſrepreſent him, and that both 
as it is viſible and bounded, whereas he is Inviſible and 
Tufinite, This is evidently the import of the Second 
Commandment, which is left out of the common Romiſh 
Catechiſms ; whilſt, to cheat the People with the ſame- 
neſs of Number, the Tenth is by them ſplit into two, 


king. Indeed, I do not find that the Subſlantive Jeauc 
doth, in the New Teſtament, fignifie Religious Worſhip at 
all. And the Verb aride has more commonly that Signi- 
fication than the Verb quid, but yet where this laſt is u- 
ſed in a Religious Senſe, it is evidently equivalent to the 
former, and doth as much ſignifie Worſhip Peculiar and 
Approgriate to GOD. For the Apoſile blames the Galati- 
ans for rendring ne to thoſe who by Nature were, not 
Gods. dj Tos wy O6re £04 Oele, Gal. iv. 8. Now 
why ſhould Heathens be blamed for doing what is excuſable 
in Papiſts? The Galatians were not blamed for rendring 
Religious Worſhip to thoſe who were not Saints, but to thoſe 
who by Nature were not Gods, whether they were Saints 
or #0. And for any thing known to them, Heathens might 
Worſhip as good Saints as many among them are, ta whom 
Religious Worſhip is paid. There is but one place more 
where the Verb dude is uſed in a Religious Senſe in the 
New Teſtament, that I can find, and there I think dun 
geg Corrs to ſerve the Livixg GOD, 1 Theſſ. i. 9. is evi- 
dently of the ſame import with ure bu Corrs; Heb. 
ir. 14. 


* 45 Thomas Becket, f As St. Francis, Dominic, 
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and all ro cover over the abominable Cuſtom of Jon 
k) 


ing GOD, in the Form of an Old Man, the Holy Spi- 
rit in the Form of a Dove, and the Trinity in a kind 
of Triangular Glory, or, even in a more ſcandalous 
Form; and encouraging the People to bow down and 
worſhip thoſe Images. | . 
EVEN according to their own Interpretation of the 
Second Commandment, which they would have ſwallow- 
ed up in the Firſt, all Worſhip proper to the true GOD 
is Idolatry when offered to a Creature. Yer ſome of 
them tell us Latria, (which is the Term of Art they 
have for the peculiar Worſhip). may be given ro the 
®* Croſs, but it is acknowledged on all Hands, that this 
Worſhip is to be rendered to the Hoſt, for it is the ex- 
preſs Determination of the Council of f Trent, and 
that as a Thing that will admit of no doubt, and for 
this Reaſon, becauſe our Saviour is ſubſtantially pre- 
ſent there, Body, Blood, Spirit and Divinity, even in 
what is eaten. Let if Tranſubſtantiation be not true, 
their Worſhip is directed to the Bread, and nothing 
elſe, and ſo by their own Principles, they are flat Ido- 
laters. And nothing can be falſe, if this Article be a 
Truth. Not to take notice, that were Tranſubſtantia- 
tion unqueſtionably true, yet upon their own Principles 
they can never be ſure, that they do not pay their Di- 
vine Worſhip to Bread; for if there be any Defect in 
the Matter of the Elements, Form of Conſecration, In- 
tention of the Prieſt, or his Authority to Conſecrate, 
there is no ſuch wonderful Converſion made, and then 
they can have no Security againſt being Idolaters. And 
this in no Caſe, for the moſt + Learned among them 
confeſs, that they can never be ſure of a Conſecration. 
WE do not charge them with denying all Religious 
Rites and Services of more 7 Inſtitution, but they 
have very much corrupted the Rituals of Religion in- 
ſtituted by our Saviour. Thus nothing is more evident 


than that our 4 Saviour inſtituted his Suppem and ad- 


WY 4 8 


* — 0" "OO ns / tt. St. 


es. ct 


* Aquinas, Cajetan, Bonaventure, &c. 7 Conctt, f 
- Trident, Seſs. xiii. cap. v. + Bell. de Juſt ificat. cap. viii. 
+ 1 Cor, xi. 23=--26. Mat. xxvi, 26---29, | 


D 2 miniſtred 


2 — — — — — — — 2 
_ £ * ——— "= = = —— == _ _ 2% — 22 
— „ 2 X.. . — 2 Aa 
2 = ds -_ C 8 —_— —  — x - 
Dy — — — — 2 — 
G - 2 — — 


W 
4 
£735 
1 
of 1 
(þ y 
ö 4 
1 
4 
1 4 
14 id 
* 14 
. 
1 
Q 
1 
1 _- 
4.x 
1 
12 
0 * 
, 
1 
| 
1 
1. 
WW 
bo 
5 
o 
. 
8 
T | 
[| 1 
N 
1 > 
\f 
i 
. 


| 
= 


RICE, — MISS — — — — — — D - by 


23 [Jewiſh and Popih Z EAT. 

miniſtred it in both Kinds, viz. Bread and Wine, yet have 
they preſumed to take away from the People one half 
of this Sacrament, the Cup, and that with a * Non ob- 
ſtante to the Divine Inſtitution. And to atone for this 
Sacrilege, abuſe the People by telling them, Thar the 
Cup is needleſs, for as much as they who take the Bo- 
dy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, receive his Blood alſo by 
Way of Concomitancy. Such a Thing be ſure our Savi- 
our never dreamt of, or, we may depend upon it, he 
would never have bid his Apoſtles drink his Blood a ſe- 
cond time, if they had truly done ic before. At leaſt, 
if rhe Remiſh Church be a fit Judge, the Cup he gave 
them was a very needleſs Draught. 

IIS alſo required plainly in Holy Scripture, that all 
Religious Worſhip be performed in a f known Tongue, 
a Language intelligible to them who attend ar it. But 
here the Church of Reme has ventured to correct the 
Apoſtle, and notwithſtanding what Paul aſſerts with fo 
much force of Reaſon, and eſtabliſhes with the moſt 
competent Authority, makes all her publick Prayers in 
the Latin Tongue, which is the Vernacular Language of 
no Nation now upon Earth. 

ON the other hand, they have multiplied the Ritu- 
ils of Worſhip, without any Divine Warrant, and be- 
yond all Meaſure, even ſo as quite ro deform Chriſti, 
anity, and run into the ſortiſh Superſtitions of Paganiſm, 
+ thoſe very Works of the Devil, which our Saviour came 
to deſtroy. What elſe are their Incenſings, Luſtrations, 
Pilgrimages, Proceſſions, their Beads, their Croſſings, their 
Feſtivals, Exorciſms, Places and Utenſils of Peculiar San- 
Aity, their Imagery, Baptizing Bells, Crucifixes, and all 
the Gaudy Pomp of their Churches, and peculiar Habits 
of their multitarious Holy Orders, with the reſt of their 
Pageantry, that ſtrikes upon the Senſe, and tickles the 
Imagination, but leads the Mind off from the chief 
purpoſe of Religion, and gives the falſeſt Notions of 
GOD, as*ft he were ro be honoured and pleaſed with 
ſuch gaudy Shew, and ſenſible Pomp, as 1s only fir ro 
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pleafe Children and Ideots. Is this “ worſhipping GOD 
in Spirit and Truth? Were not even the arly Ru- 
diments of Fewiſh Worſhip, thoſe + Shadows of go 
Things to come, preferable ro thoſe ? And is not this 
bringing us back from the Shine of the Goſpel to the 
Shade of the Law, and from that 4 — — of ex- 


celling Glory, which was to abide, to the fainter Bright- 
neſs, which was to be done away 2 Nay, is it not car. 
rying us far beyond this, into the Darkneſs of Paga- 
niſm itſelf? ; a 
VE theſe are the Things for which the Votaries 
of Rome have ſo violent a Zeal. And can that be a 
rp according to Knowledge, which ſo flarly oppoſes 
e great Detigns of Chriſtianity, char is, of true Re- 
igion ? | en 

"UNDER this Head alſo muſt come in that Teal, 
which oppoſes Holineſs as tranſcribed from the Laws of 
GOD, into the Hearts and Lives of Men. Jews were heat- 
ed With this fort of Teal, who perſecuted and murtbered 
Living Saints, whilſt they built Monuments for the 
Dead. Such are moſt of thoſe who have a fondneſs for 
a falſe Religion, they can't ſatisfy themſelves with dreſ- 
ſing up a Religion ro their own Taſte and Fancy, bur 
commonly bear a Mortal Hatred to them who are truly 
Religious, And it were well if this Spirit were con- 
fined to thoſe Regions, where this Sophiſticare and Fan- 
taſtical Religion prevails. Bur alas! in all Nations, and 
among all Churches, the Devil has his Slaves and Tea- 
lots. Wretches thar will claim rhe Chriftian Name, and 
yer hate the Chriſtian Life, Will lead the moſt un- 
godly and looſe Lives themſelves, and think it ** ſtrange 
that others run not into the ſame exceſs of Riot, Will per- 
ſecure the moſt faithful Servants of GOD with the bit- 
tereſt Scoffs, and moſt foul-mouth'd Calumnies, when 
the Laws tie their Hands from doing any farther Vie- 
lence; and when that Reſtraint is taken off, run upon 
them with the utmoſt Outrage, and treat them r of 
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—— World is not worthy, as if they themſelves were 
worthy to live. This is raging againſt GOD and 
Holineſs, and there ore muſt be a Teal not according to 


Ruowledge. en | 

. Fourehly, A Teal diſpreportioned to its, Objefs, is a 
Zeal not according to W. Whether it be for or 
againſt any Perſon, Principle, or Pratt ice whatever. 
For the Zeal which is according to Knowledge, as 
hath. been obſerved already, is according ro Truth. 
And what is ſo muſt ever be proportioned to the real 
Excellency or Exil of Things. If we are more warm 
for any ching, or more violent againſt any thing than it 
deſerves, in either Inſtance it is a Zeal not according to 
Kywledge, becauſe not according to Truth. And we 
may judge of our Zeal under this Head, not only by 
comparing our Heat with the Things themſelves, bur 
by comparing our Zeal about leſſer Things, with our 
Zeal about the more important Things of Religion. If 
we are more warm and zealous for or againſt Things 
of leſs Importance, than thoſe of greater, this is a 
Zeal out of all Proportion, and therefore not according 


to Knowledge. | 
NOW the Excellency and Importance of all the Do- 


- Crines and Inſtitutions of Chriſtianity, may in ſome 


meaſure be judged of, by their aprneſs ro promore Ho- 
Iineſs of Heart and Life. For by this will GOD be 
moſt directly honoured, which is the laſt Deſign of all 
true Religion. Hence whar the holy Scriptures reach 
us, is called * Doctrine according to Godlineſs., The 
great Deſign of the Goſpel was 10 | teach Men to deny 
all Ungodlineſi, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and yodlily 
zn the World, So that Thoſe Doctrines and Practices of 
Religion that have the moſt of this Aptitude, are the 
moſt important Branches of Religion, thoſe that have 
the leſs of this Fitneſs, are certainly of the leſs Impor- 
rance. 12 | 3 

SHOULD we then in this Particular bring Fewiſh 
Zeal to the Teſt, we ſhall find it nice in + Tything Mint, 
Anniſe and Cummin, whilſt the weightier Matters of the 
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Law, Judgment, Mercy and Truth were neglefed; Nor 
hath Rem;/b Zeal been a whit leſs prepoſterous. Tr is a 
Matter of little Concern, as ro Chriftian Life or Pra- 
ctice, whether Peter were Biſhop of Rome, and Rrince of 
the Apoſtles, and left rhe Biſhops of Rome Succeſſors ro 
this extraordinary Office and Power, Sure I am, that 
ſhould this be denied, no Parr of real Piery would 
thence receive the leaſt Prejudice. Faith in Chriſt, 
Repentance from Dead Works, ſmcere Love ro 'GOD 
and Man, and an Heavenly Life and Temper, may cer- 
rainly be where this Queſtion was never agirated, and 
where the Negative is firmly held. Bur Papiſts ſeem 
more zealous for this Article of the Pope's Supremacy, 
than all the unqueſtionable Duties of the Chriſtian 
Life taken together. And is not this a Miſtaken Zeal ? 
IT is certain from Scripture, that “ Fornication in 

any Man is an heinous Sin, the Celibacy of the Cl 
can never be prov'da certain Duty. To be more zeal- 
ous then againſt the Marriage of Prieſts, than againſt 
their Concubinage or Whoredom, is ſuch a miſtaken 
Neal, a Zeal out of all true Proportion. And this is 
the Zeal of Rome. Hence the Memiſts in their Anno- 
tations tell us, That Marriage in the Clergy is the worft 
fort of Incontinence. Harding againſt Fuel tells us, x II. 
worſe than Adultery. I And Bellarmine, in direct Contradi- 
ction to the Apoſtle, that tis better for Prieſts to burn 
than to marry. And no wonder private Doctors ſhou'd 
talk after this rate, when #4 Popes require that a /aw- 
ful Wife be abjur'd, but on the contrary that a Prieſt 
who keeps Concubines publickly ſhould not be com- 
If'd to abjure them, and the Gloſs upon ++ Gratian ſairh, 

e eught not to abjure them. 
IT is alſo certain, that penitent Confeſſion of Sins unro 
GOD, is in Scripture made abſolutely neceſſary to our 
Pardon. Such *, Confeſſion as is accompanied with 


S' 23 Cay. vic 1s. T On 1 Cor. vii. 9. 4 Connu- 
bia Clericorum Adulteriis pejora contra Apol. p. 2. c. 8. 
4 Utrumque malum & nubere & uri imo pejus eſt nu- 
bere, de Monach. c. 30. f Urbani P. Ep. Decret. I. 
4. t. 6. c. 2. ** P. Alex. Decret. I. 3. t. 2. c. 3. 44 Gloſſ. 
ad Grat. Cant. 35. q. 6. c. 9. „ 1 Cor. vi. , 90. 
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Grief, and Shame, and Self-Loathing, and is followed 
with an utter forſaking of them. But there is no Obli- 
gation laid upon us in Scripture to confeſs to a Prieſt, 
that we may be forgiven, To ſubſtitute therefore this 
Confeſſion to a Prieft, with Attrition for Sin (which is 
a tranſient Grief ariſing from preſent Dread of Hell 
or Purgatory) and Penance in the room of this Confeſ- 
ſion to GOD, is an Act of great Impiety, and to be 
more zealous for that than for this, an Act of very diſ- 
proportion d Zeal, And yet is not this nororiouſly the 
Practice of the Rom:ſþ Church ? 

THE like is to be ſaid of the Common, alas! too 
Common Practice of that Church, and indeed in ſome 
degree of moſt others, to cenſure and condemn, and 
curſe, and hate, and revile, and perſecute Schiſmaticks 
and Hereticks ; that is, all who do not concur with 
them in their particular Sentiments and Cuſtoms, when 
they are eaſy and indulgent to the Vicious and Looſe, e- 
ſpecially if they have a Zeal for their fondling Notions ' 
or Practices. When they paint our the former in the 
moſt frightful Form, thunder out againſt them the moſt 
hearty Anathema's, and tir up the People to hate them 
with the moſt vehement Oratory, bur let the latter a- 
lone in their Vices, eſteem them Members of the Church, 
and court and care(s them, this is ſure a diſproportion- 
ed Zeal. For a Man may be in a very great Error, 
and nor be an Heretick, whilſt it is the Weakneſs of his 
Underſtanding, and not the Wickedneſs of his Heart 
which 1s the occaſion of this Miſtake ; and of this none 
can pretend to judge, but he who ſees into his Heart. 
Bur tis notorious that the f Impious and Profane, the 
Drunhard and Fornicator, the Lewd and Debauch d, in a 
Word, every one who by the Looſenels of his Life, ſhews 
that he neither fears GOD, nor regards Men, muſt be 
a Slave to his Luſts, and an Enemy ro GOD, and can't 


in any Juſtice or Charity be eſteemed a Member of 
the Church of Chriſt. 


_ 
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deferid and tompar'd. 3 
" NOW to ftir up Hatred agaitiſt a Man otherwiſe 
Pious and Virtuous, but ſuppos d to be in a dangerous 
and greſs Error, to load him wich the moſt opprobrious 
Language, to paint him our in the moſt odious Colours, 
to declare againſt him as the Pe# of the Church, and 
the Bane of Society, as a Wretch not worthy to live, 
bur moſt worthy to be cut off by the Sword of the Ma- 
giſtrare, or torn in pieces by the enflamed Rabble z and 
at the ſame time to ſoften the Character of the openly 
Vicious and Ungodly, to ſooth them in their Sins, and 
careſs their Perſons, ro ſay nothing to their Diſgrace, 
and many Things to their Commendation, to raife no 
Diſpleaſure againſt them, but recommend them rather 
to the Peoples Love; what is this but a blind and 
miſtaken Zeal? What bur * calling Good Evil, and Evil 
Good ; purting Darkneſs for Light, and Laght for Darke + 
neſs ? I am ſure ir is 2 the greateſt Diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt the leaſt Offence, and the greateſt Reſpect to the 
moſt Undeſerving, and ſo is a Zeal evidently out of all 
juſt and true Proportion: And therefore is Zeal not ac- 
cording to Knowledge. | 

Fifthly, THE Zeal which ptits Men upon any ſinful 
Practice, is alſo not according to Knowledge, For true 
Religion admits not the /eaſt Evil to be dene, for ef- 
- fecting the greateſt God. Indeed the Excellency of the 
End, gives tome Digniry ro the Means, when theſe are 
in themſelves fir and lawful, but ir will not alter the 
Nature of Actions, or legitimate what by the Laws of 
GOD, natural or poſitive, is expreſly condemned. And 
therefore, as the Apoſtle adds, their Dantnation is juſt, 
who aifert the contrary, and act up to this Aſſertion. 
For the Language of this Behaviour is, thar GOD will 
lay by his immutable Hatred to what is Evil, and ſmile 
upon it when tis acted for his Service and promores his 
Incereſts, which it were Blaſphemy to affirm. So that 
if Mens Zeal puſhes them upon any ſinful Practices for 
obraining their Ends, however right and noble theſe 
Ends may be, tis a Teal not according to Knowledge. 
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AND herein the Church of Rome has been moſt in- 
famouſly Guilty. For promoring what they call the Ca- 
- tholick Cauſe, which is nothing but the Boundleſs Pow- 
er and Wealth of the Clergy when ir comes to be ex- 
17 9 they have heſitated at no kind of Wickedneſs. 

heir Popes in dark and barbarous Ages, uſurp'd the 
Power of Kings; they play'd Chriſtian Princes one a- 
gainſt another, whilſt 7 wu: in the Scuffle got new Ac- 
ceſſions of Wealth and Power for themſelves. They 
drain'd Chriſtian Kingdoms of vaſt Bodies of their beit 
Subjects, and liſted them under the Banners of the 
Church, and ſeat them to Paleſtine, on Pretence of re- 
covering the Holy Land our of rhe Turks Hands, bur in 
Truth to make uſe of this Opportunity to fix their Spi- 
ritual Tyranny, and ſupport them by new Acquiſitions 
of Territory and Revenue, till they have ar laſt rop'd 
Kings and Emperors, and brought them to K their 
Feet, and hold their Stirrup: And by the plenitude of 
their Power, have taken upon them to beſtow Crowns 
and Kingdoms at Pleaſure. In a f general Council (which 
they make the Church Repreſentative, and ſuppoſe 
it in all Deciſions, de fide, to be under the infallible 
Conduct of the Holy Spirit) they have decreed, That 
no Faith is to be k:pt with Heretickt, and ſo have juſtified 
Treachery, Perkdy and Perjury, and that in the Name 
of GOD.- They have ſtirred up the People ro ſuch Bar- 
bariry againſt Hereticks, as would make ones Heart 
ſhake, and ones Blood recoil at the bare Recital, They 
have ſpirited Villains ro murther Kings, nay, and + Cathe- 
lick Kings too, when they have not promoted their 
Cauſe with as fierce a Zeal as they — have prompt- 
ed. They have hatch'd the blackeſt Treaſons, and fo- 
mented the moſt unnatural Seditions and Rebellions, 
where Princes and States would not truckle to their 
Ambition, or admit their Corruptions and Errors. And 
on the other Hand, have hurried Sovereigns to the Vic- 
lation of the moſt ſacred Promiſes and Oaths, and to 
murther and deſtroy their Subjects, ro whom they 
ſhould have been Political Fathers. 


Ls 
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THE double Deliverance we this Day commemo- 
rate, from the Gunpowder-Treafon, in the Reign of King 
Fame: I. and the more open Attempt of his Grandſm, 
K. Fames II. to reſtore Popery, affords convincing Proof, 
that the hearry Members of that Communion will tick 
ar Nothing, to promote their Cauſe, The Gunpowder 
Plot was, in the Language of that grave Hiſtorian 
Thuanus, ſuch a Monſter of Conſpiracies, as no Age can 
parallel, A Contrivance ar once to deſtroy rhe Royal- 
Family, and the Body of the Nobility and chief Gen- 
try of the Kingdom aſſembled in Parliament. Indeed 
we don't know that this Wickedneſs was contriv'd by 
the Head of that Church, nor that he was made privy 
to it before-hand : Tet [ke cannot wipe her Mouth and 
ſay, I have not done this Wickedneſs, ſeeing ſeveral Fe- 
ſuits, the ſworn Subjects of the Pope, were made ac- 
quainted with the Deſign, and gave their Opinion, 
that it was not only a lawful, but even a meritorious 
- Undertaking, and that upon Principles made “ current 
among Roman Catholicks, by papal and conciliar Defini- 
tions. 

AND as to the Conduct of King Fames II. did he 
not give his Subjects the Security of his Royal Word 
and Oath, that he would maintain their Liberties, and 
make no Attempt againſt their Religion? Bur were 
theſe Promiſes and Oaths any Tie upon his Conſcience? 
Were not all the proper Methods taken to enſlave us, 
and root out our Religion, in ſpire of thoſe ſacred and 
voluntary Engagements, and that with the utmoſt Ex- 
pedition 2 And how near was our Ruin, if Providence 
had nor again ſeaſonably and wonderfully interpoſed. 

AND was there ever a Prince, of that Communion, 
and under the Conduct of rheir Guides, who was nor 
by ſome Means or other, work'd upon to break through 
rhe moſt ſacred Obligations of Religion and Gratitude, 
ro Subjects and Confederares, for the Service of their 
Cauſe, and the Support of their Power? It not the 
ungrateful Perfidy of Lewis XIV. of France to his Prote- 
ſtant Subjects, who ſtood by him in a Conteſt for the 
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Crown with another Prince of the Blood, and kept it 
on his Head, a flagrant Inſtance to this Purpoſe, as 
well as the Conduct of our Popiſh Queen Mary to the 
Proteſtants of Suffolk, who did her the Service o put 
her on the Throne, but were charg d with defaming 
the Queen when they put her in mind of her Promiſe, 
and felt as much of her burning Zeal, as any other in 
the Kingdom ? And can a Zeal that carries Men into 
ſuch Enormities, be under the Conduct of true Reli- 
gion, or according to Knowledge 2 Credat Fudeus Apella. 
BUT would ro GOD all Zeal of this Kind, had 
been confin'd to the Limits of that Antichriſtian Com- 
munion! That there had never been any thing like it 
in Proteſtant Churches, or within our own Land: 
But, alas! Popiſh Influence hath contributed more than 
once to the Confuſions of Britain, ever ſince it hath 
been Proteſtant. Whilſt ſometimes Princes have been 
ſpirited up to injure, and oppreſs, and perſecute peace- 
ble Subjects; and at other Times J ealouſies have been 
rais d againſt their Prince, in the Minds of Subjects, 
and both Ways our Religion and Liberties have been 


greatly endangered. 


AND, alas! is not the Fierceneſs of ſuch a Zeal, as 
we have been deſcribing, roo viſible among us at pre- 
ſent? Are not Proteſtants in Confederacy with Romaniſts, 
engaged in a Rebellion, which ſhould it ſucceed, would 
be the Ruin of their Religion and their Country, and 
for ever put an End to the Liberties of Britain? Hath 
not the ſacred Name of Church been given out as an A- 
larm, to raiſe ſuch a Spirir, and puſh Men upon the 
impious Violation of voluntary Oaths, and upon bring- 
ing the Terrors, and Confuſions, and Miſeries of War 
into our very Bowels ? ------ Would a Stranger be. 
lieve that theſe are the very peaceable Men, who nor 
many Years ſince, made ir the Reproach of their Neigh- 
bours, that they delighted in War, that they were prodi- 
gal of the Blood of their Country men, ſpent in defend- 
ing the Liberties of Europe, and putting ſome Bounds to 
a Mcnarch's Power, who not only deſign'd to enſlave 
the World, but threaten'd the Extirpation of the Prote- 
ſtant Faith. The Blood of Britens in ſuch a Cauſe 
muſt be ſpar d: They were of too tender a Spirit, it 

ou 
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you can believe them, ta ſee their Brethren Naughter'd- 
for ſb vain a purpoſe. But it is a nobler Cauſe, it 
ſeems, in which they are now engag d, when Britons 
ſhall be drawn out of the Field againſt Britons, Coun- 
trymen muſt thruſt their Swords into one another's 
Hearts, and our common Mother be drench'd with the 
Blood of her unnatural Children, | 
AND why are theſe warm Men ſo angry with a 
Prince, to whom many of them have fworn Allegiance d 
A Prince ſo celebrated through the World for Prabity 
and Integrity, for Wiſdom and Skill to Govern, for Im- 
partiality in the Adminiſtration of Fuſtice, and for Cle- 
mency and Kindneſs to his Subjects? Hath he violated 
any Laws of our Country? Hath he made any Attempt 
- againſt our Conſtitution? Hath he ſignified any thing 
of a Savage or Tyrannical Temper ? Hath he done a- 
one ſingle Act of Injuftice, to any one Subject fince 
his Aeceſſion to the Throne? Hath he not given us the 
Security of an Oath, for our Properties, Liberties and 
Religion 2 And hath he manifeſted the leaſt Inclination 
ro break ir ? May he nor ſay to his People, as that ve- 
ry upright Judge in 1/rae/ hererofore > * Behold here I 
am, witneſs againſt me before the Lord, whoſe Ox have I 
taken? or whoſe Aſs have I taken 2 or whom bave 1 de- 
frauded? whom have I oppreſsd? of whoſe Hands have I 
taken a Bribe to blind mine Eyes? Would nor any Peo- 
ple in the World, who had regard to true Merit, be fond 
of ſuch a Ring? | 
OH ! but our Selves and Friends have been turned 
out of Places of Profit and Power. And is this in 
good Earneſt alledg d in Vindication of ſuch Practices ? 
Can ir be ſo ſoon forgotten, how other Mens Mouths 
were ſtopp'd in a lace Reign, when ſuch precipitate 
Changes were made, as ſhock'd the whole Confederacy, 
and ſurpriz d the World, with the Royal Prerogative. 
What, may not Princes chuſe their own Servants? And is 
all their mighty Loyalty dwindled away to this Phan- 
tom? Is the meaning of their ſuperlative Pretenſions 
only this, that they will be a Prince's humble Servants 
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as long as he will careſs them, but elſe they II fly in 
his Face, and attempt to pluck the Crown from his 


Head. The moſt errant Republican in the Three King- 
doms, is a much greater Loyaliſt, 


AND why, in the Name of Wonder, are they ſo 


fond of a Popiſh Pretender, whom they have freely and 
hearrily, and without any ſecret Meanings abjur d, or 
have aſſerted thus much to the juſt and dreedful GOD, 
and in the Face of the World ? Is it out of pure regard 
to his Right > But how can this be reconciled with 
their Oaths > Could they hazard all their Hopes from 
GOD, upon a Declaration, which by theſe prerences 
they avow to have been falſe 2 And aſſert upon Oath, 
that he had no Right at all to the Crown of Br;tain, and 
ar the ſame time have a Reſervation (which yer was 
+ diſclaimed upon Oath roo) for his Hereditary Right, 
which with them is of all others the moſt Sacred, and 
indeed Divine? Or what Security can be given to any 


Prince or Government, what Pledge of mutual Faith 


and Truſt, if Oaths, conceiv'd in the moſt binding 
Terms, may be thus ſwallowed and ſlighted? Tis for 
their own Intereſt to conſider a little, how this will re- 
commend them to any Prince, whom they may prefer 
to their preſent Sovereign. What Security for their 
Allegiance can be given to any other greater than they 
— given to him, which yet it ſeems is no Security 
ar all. 

IS it then to maintain the Laws of their Country, 


to defend the threatned or invaded Liberties of Bri- 


tain, that they venture through theſe Sacred Bonds? 
This ſure is a very needleſs Labour, when no Viola- 
tion of theſe Laws, no Infringement of theſe Liberties, 
is attempted, or ſo much as medirared, for any Thing 
that appears: Unleſs the laying ſome Laws aſleep in a 
Time of actual Rebellion, that the open Rebels againſt their 
King, and Enemies to their Country, might not take 
Shelter under them, and that only for a Time, and nor 
by the Princes ſingle Authority neither, but the conjunct 
Authority of the whole Legiſlature, and among the reſt 
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of the People themſelves met in Parliament, may have 
os Nane give it. Which ar the firſt Propoſal were 

ur Th 
IS ir then to preſerve the Church? But what Danger 
can be to the Church from a Prince in full Communion 
with her, and who hath not only Sworn to maintain it, 
but has hirherro alſo ſhown the greateſt Tenderneſs and 
Concern for her Glory and Welfare. Bur if he ſhould, 
(I abhor the Suppoſition, yer if he ſhould) be worſe 
than his Word, would the Matter be mended by put- 
ting a Proteſtant Church under the Protection of a Pa- 
piſt 2 One, who in Exile, and to increaſe the Number 
of his Friends, can't be perſwaded to renounce his 
Religion, and whoſe prerended Father atrempred rhe 
Ruin of that Church, which theſe Men would take ſo 
prepoſterous a Method to fave. Are not Papiſts confe-· 
derate with them in their Rebellion? And are theſe 
likely Inſtruments, under a Popiſh King, to ſave a Pro- 


- reſtant Church from the Attempts of one of her own 


Communion 2 Can any thing in Popery be more abſurd 
than thoſe Mens Principles, if they have any? In ſhort 
there never was ſuch a Mixture of Folly and Phrenzy, 
or a Rebellion begun upon more lender Provocation, 
and puſh'd on with more inconſiſtent Views before. 
And is this Zeal _— to Kncwledge ? If it be, there 
is no ſuch thing as blindneſs. | 
Laſtly, THE Zeal which extinguiſhes Humanity, in 
ſuch as are poſſeſs d with ir, is not according to Know- 
ledge. What makes Men Cruel and Savage to one ano- 
ther: For Chriſtian Religion hath nothing in ir that is 
fierce and boiſterous. Lenity and Love are its ve 
Conſtitution, as Chriſtian. The * Riches of GOD's Goo 
neſs and Forbearance are abundantly manifeſted in, ir. 
And ir is the Deſign of all Religion ro make the Pro- 
feſſors of ir like GOD. To be Meek and Patient there- 
fore under Injuries, to ſuppreſs Anger and Revenge, to 
bear Love and Good-Will to Mankind, to their Bo- 
dies, to their Souls, are proper Charatteriſticks of the 
Followers of the Lamb. But it is the true Temper of a 
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ewiſh Zealot ro have + Miſericordiam in promptu apud 
Fong adverſus omnes alios hoſtile odium. 1 5 5 — 
Diſpeſition toward; thoſe of their own Body, but implacable 
Hatred againſt all Mankind beſides. And that is impla- 
cable Hatred, I think, that makes Men thirſt for Blood, 
or renders Murther and Deſtruction delicious and guſt- 
ful ro them. Vet blind Zeal hath inſpired ſuch a Tem- 
per into many). 

IE rag d at this rate againſt the Primitive Be- 
lievers. And Romaniſts have exceeded them in theit 
Rage againſt all who ſtood in their Way. M/itneſs their 
Croiſades againſt rhe Albigenſes and Waldenſes heretofore, 
when Aſſaſſmes were liſted under the Church's Ban- 
ners, and by immenſe Hopes of Pardons, were incited 
to murther Innocents, and put them ro the Sword, 
without Diſtinction of Sex or Age. Mineſt their Maſ- 
ſacres of Proteſtants ſince, either in cold Blood, and 
withour Provocation, as in Ireland, the Valtolins, and 
the Valleys of Piement in the laſt Century; or under 
ſpecious Pretences of Friendſhip and Alliances, as in 
the Pariſian Maſſacre; the Century before. Mitneſi the 
Fires kindled in Smithfield and orher Places of this 
Kingdom, in the cruel Reign of our Popiſh Queen 
Mary, when theſe Zealots ſeem'd fo reſolved to extin- 
guiſli all Sparks of Pity and Humanity, “ that Enquiry ' 
was ordered to be made, for all Spectators at thoſe 
cruel Executions, that ſhiver'd at the Sight, and did 
not, on ſo diſmal an Occaſion, put on an Air of Satis- 
faction and Triumph. M7eneſs the Murthers and De- 
ſolations made, within our Memory, in the Neighbour- 
ing Kingdom of France, and the Method of Converſi- 
on by Apoſtolical Dragoons, invented by Lewu XIV. and 
the Religious Men about him, who had the Cuſtody of 
his Conſcience. f The Variety of Torture to which 
Proteſtants have been pur by theſe Mzjſionaries, Whilſt - 
ſome have been kept waking for many Days together, 
by che inceſſant Noiſe of Drums: Many have been 

+ Tacit. Hiſt. I. v. * Vid, Burnet's Introdumion 10 
the 3d Vol. of the Hiſt. of the Reformation. Þ Vid. Let- 
tres Paſtor' de Jur ien. Hiſtoire Apologetique de Þ kgleſes 
Reformees. | 


hung 


hung up by the Heels in Chimneys, and ſuff6cared wich 
the Smoak of moiſt Straw kindled under them: M- 
ny have been roaſted at lingring Fires, nor to kill but 
torment them, and hereby extort a Renuncĩation of 
their Religion: Many have for a long Term of Years 
been lock d up in cons, and there juſt kept alive, 
but excluded from all Comforts of this World, even ſo 
much as a glimmering of Light: Many have been chain- 
ed in the Galleys, not only to rug at the Oar, and en- 
dure the Inſolence of their Overſeers, but to bear alſo 
the Converſation of the moſt flagirious Criminals, irk- 
fome to yu Minds in ſome degree, as the very Con- 
verſe of the Damn'd : Nor ro mention the meny who 


have been driven naked into Foreign Lands, or taken 


off by variety of tormenting Deaths. 

IN ſhort, Romiſb Cruelry hath in many Inftances far 
exceeded the Barbariry of Pagan Perſecurors. And 
Men by the Principles of this Religion have been 
transformed into Tygers and Fiends. They have act- 
ed as if all the Man were extin& in them. As if they 
could reliſh nothing ſo much, as the Anguiſh and Tor- 
ment of their Fellow-Crearures. They have ſuck'd the 


Blood of Saints with inſatiable Greedineſs; have heard 


their Shrieks and Groans with pleaſure, and beheld all 
the Symptoms of agonizing Pain in innocent Sufferers, 
without relenting; nay, have feaſted their Eyes and 
Appetite for Blood with ſuch ſhocking Spectacles. 
"AND what is there in the Conſtitution or natural 
Temper of a Papiſt, to diſpoſe him to this Inhumani- 
ry ? Are they not Men of the ſame Paſſions with others ? 
Do nor many of them in their Neighbourhood and 
Converſation, diſcover mach Gentleneſs and good Na- 
ture, Kindneſs and Courteſy, when their Religion is 
nor concern'd ? It is their Religion then that makes 
ſuch a Change upon them, and inſpires them with this 
ſavage Fierceneſs and Cruelty, It is che effect of Zeal 
founded on Ignorance, and blown up by their Prieſts 
iaro perfect Rage and Madneſs. Bur ſuch a Zeal can 
never be according to Knowledge. It argues grofs Igno- 


rance of the Nature, Principles, Laws and Rules of 


Chriſtianiry. And this brings me in che 
5 Laſt 


' deſeriÞd and comp. 4 
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I Laſt place, TO make hnprovement in the five follow- 
ing Particulars. | 

- Firſt, LET it excite in us watm Gratitude to GOD, 
that in the double Deliverance this Day commemorat- 
ed, he hath been pleaſed to ſave us from rhe ſad Effect. 
of ſuch miſchievous Xeal. In the firſt of the two, what 
would the diſmal Conſequences have been to Us, to 
the whole Proteſtant World, if the Blow had been gi- 
ven? Not only the Flower of a Proteſtant Nobility and 
Gentry had periſhed, together with the Royal Family, 
bur the Nation had been fill'd with the Calamities of 
War, if not brought under the Romiſþ Yoke, which, 
in the ordinary Courſe of Things, muſt have ſunk the 
Proteſtant Intereſt through the World. And who that 
hath any Love to GOD, or pure and uncorrupted Chri- 
ſtianiry, can think of this without Horror? And ſhall 
not the remembrance of a Salvation from ſuch near 

and frightful Danger, ſtir up Gratitude ? | 


AND in the other Inftance, the Danger was even 


greater. What diſmal Apprehenſions fill d all Hearts, 
that had any Concern for the Religion or Liberties of 


their Country, juſt before the late memorable and mer- 


ciful Revolution > And how juſt, as well as ſad, were 
theſe Apprehenſions? When a Prince ſevere in his Tem- 
per, and a thorough- Bigot to his Sect, had aſſumed a 
Power of diſpenſing with our Laws, the great Fences 
of our Religion and Liberties, and was backing this 
Power with a Popiſþ Army, devoted to his Intereſts, 
and what is more importanꝭ blindly devoted to his 
Religion. When Charters Ky wheedled or wreſted 
away from Corporations, Proteſtants were illegally diſ- 
poſſe ſs d of their Freeholds to make way for Papiſts, 
who, by our Laws, were utterly uncapable of ſuch Poſ- 
ſeſſions and Preferments, and ſeven Biſhops at once clap- 
ped up in the Tower, for modeſtly petitioning againſt 
theſe Proceedings. How near, in the apprehenſion of 
all hearry Proteſtants and thinking Men, were we at 
taat Time to Ruin ? Bur in the Article of Extremity 
GOD was plealed to ſend us that glorious Deliverer 
King Nilliam. And with what unparalell'd Succeſs 
was his generous Attempt for our Relief crown'd ? At 
t18 expence of how little Blood were all our valuable 


Rights 


, 


f | „ 
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Rights reſtor d, and our Religion ſnatch d from Death, 
even at the laſt Gaſp ? Surely this was the Lord's doings, 
and at that time marvellous in all Eyes, though many 
deluded Men, who call themſelves Proteſtants, now a- 
mong us, can ſpeak with Coldneſs and Contempt of 
ſuch a Mercy, and * are making themſelves a Captain to 
return to their former State of Bondage, and forging for 
themſelves and Countrymen more heavy Chains, and 
a more galling Yoke than were then broken off, Bur 
"whatever others do, let us value the Mercy, and ſtir our 
felves up to the moſt hearty and warm Gratirude. 
And . "Up 

Secondly, LET this be manifeſted by a warm Concern 

" for the Preſervation ¶ our Holy Religion. Let us at this 

uncture ſhew we have a juſt value for it. At this Jun- 
ure, I ſay, when ſo many are grown cold towards it, 
and ſeem willing ro ſtake it againſt their Worldly In- 
tereſt, or 95 with it to gratiſie their Revenge. Let 
us be reſolv'd to maintain it at the hazard of every 

Thing dear to us, and not be ſo ſtupid and ungrateful 
to give up without ſtruggling, what our Fathers ſealed 
with their Blood, and a gracious GOD hath derived 
down to our Days by a Succeſſion of Wonders, Let 
us abhor every Thoughr of revolting ro Rome, of re- 
nouncing our Redeemer, and enrolling our ſelves among 
the Vaſſals of Antichriſt, Of exchanging our Bibles 
for Romantick Legends, the filthy Dreams of Monkiſh 
Dorards. The pure and ſpiritual Worſhip of one GOD, 
by the one 1 Janes Chriſt, for Romz/Þþ Idolatry, 
Pageantry and Superſtition. 

LET us never part with a Religion wherein we are 
allowed to uſe our Eyes and Un erſtandings, in exa- 
mining into the Doctrines and Practices of it; for a 
Religion that us to put out our Eyes, and re- 
nounce our Reaſon, and receive all the imperious Di- 
ctates of an Infallible Church, though never ſo contra- 
ry to the moſt evident Principles of Chriſtianity, and 
the common Senſe of Mankind. With a Religion that 
is pure, and incorrupted Chriſtianity, as taught n the 
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ed Chriſtianity, debaſed Mens Notions of the Deity, 
baniſhed every Thing Spirirual our of Divine: Wor- 
ſhip, dethroned the Redeemer, and cloathed his pre- 
rended Vicar with his Sovereign Authority, made void 
all the principal Duties we owe to COD and to one 
another, and inſtead of making Men * wiſe as Serpents 
and harmleſs as Doves, has made them venomous as Ser- 
pents, as the Old Serpent himſelf, and filly as Doves, hath 
made Darkneſs the Parent of Piety, and Ipnorance the 
Mother of Devotion, and requires us to abandon Pirf 
and Humanity, that we may become Chriſtians. 


perſtitious and bloody a Religion, and exert our ſelves 


ro the uttermoſt in Oppoſition thereto. Warm and ve- 


hement Contention in ſuch a Caſe is bur commendable 
Zeal. Nor that we ſhould wiſh the Hurt of any of 
our miſguided Feſ!ow-Crearures, gape for their Poſſe(- 


fions, or thirſt for their Blood. We have not ſo learn- 


ed Chriſt. But it becomes us to ſtand up in the De- 


fence of our Holy Religion, when theſe Zealots would 
rear it away from us. 


AND thar we may, if we ſhould be called 10 it, Y 


29 the Men for our Prople, and the Cities of our GOD, 
t us endeayour to feel the force of our Religion, 
and conform to irs Rules. Let that Religion which is 
rhe Truth of GOD, and like its Author, Pure, and Ho- 
ly, and Divine, transform us into his Image, and make 
us 4 Pure as be s Pure, and 44 Holy as be s Holy, in all 
manner of Converſation. | ; 

TT will ſignifie little ro hazard our Lives, or ſhed 
our Blood for Religion, if our Hearts feel none of the 
Impreſſions, and our Lives ſnew forth none of the 
Power of it, and if the amazing Love of Chriſt mani - 
feſted therein, kindles up no true Love to GOD in our 
Hearts. If we ſhould part with all or Subſtance for 


its Defence, if we ſhould give dur Bodies to be burnt for 


it, and yet have no Charity or Religious Love to GOD 


— 
— ————_ 
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LET us ever maintain a juſt Horror at ſo blind, ſu- 
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Ld Mer ted Let us therefore ea 
neſtly pray for the ſanctifying Grace of GOD A —_— 
Spirit, chat we may have ſound. Faith.in Chriſt, chat _ 
we may truly repens of our Sins, and become nem Crus. 
tures. Let us humble our ſelves before GOD for ou 

many Perſonal and Relative Faulrs. Let us endeavour 
the amendment of our Lives and Families, and ſee to 
it chat we be real Chriſtians, as well as zealous Prote- 
Rants, that ſo we may be enabled to part with all chat 
1s dear to us for the ſake of Chriſt, and lay down our 
Lives, if called to ir, not only in the heat of Battle 

and the high Places of the Field, but in cold Blood, and 

when «we muſt face Death in all its Terrors. 

Thirdly, LET us now encourage our ſelves to Truſt in 

GOD. A freſh Srorm — ar this time to gather 

round us. Papiſts, our ſworn Enemies in Confederacy 

with many, who, ro the Shame of our Religion, term 
rhemſelves Proteſtants, have commenced a Rebellion, 

and are making one Attempt more to rend our valua- 

ble Poſſeſſions from us. What muſt be done by us ? 

( Shall we throw vp our Hopes in GOD, and faint in 
this Evil Day? No. It was required of Iſrael! here 

tofore, that they ſhould teach their Childrens Children 

what GOD had for them, that they might be encaura» 

| ged to hope in GOD. And did not the People of GOD 
among the Fews make their Supplications to him in 
Seaſons of Diſtreſs, and encoura Q — for- 

mer Appearances of his on their behalf? 4 — a- 

wake, put on Strength, thou Arm of the Lord, awake, 'as 

in the ancient Days, the Generations'of old + Art not 85. i 
which hath cut Rahab, and wounded the Dragon > Art * 
not chen it whith dried up the Sea, the Waters of the great — 9 


| F thy Bojem, Then f vids Me Sex by ty Song 
our of thy Boſom, Thou didſt divide the Sea 
Thou brakeft the Heads of the Dragons in the — 
brakeft the Heads of Leviathan in pier ule: 
him to be Meat to the People ping hs Wilderneſs. 


2 


* Pſal. Ixxxviii. 5, a 7. 7 . l. 5. $ PEA 
Ixxiv. 11, 13, 14. | Na | 
7 


46 Jewiſh and Popiſh Z E AT 
Nay, this Argument hath been urged with GOD, 
when his Suppliants have at the ſame time been deeply 
humbled with the Senſe of their Guilt. ++ Help us, O 
GOD. of our Salvation, for the Glory of thy Name, and purge 
away our Sins for thy Name s ſake,  _ 
AND ſhall not the Servants of GOD at this time, 
encourage themſelves by the Conſideration of what 


GOD hath done for his Churches in Britain? * Is his 
Hand ſhorten'd that it cannot redeem, or hath he no Power 


to deliver Doth not his Mercy endure forever > Can we 


derive no Encouragement from the double Salvation we 
are now met to commemorate ? No hope + that he wil 
ſpare this People, and not give up this Part of his Heritage 
to Reproach ? 4 Though not for our ſakes, yet for his "own 
Names ſake, there is room to hope, that he will defeat 
the Devices and Deſigns of his Enemies and ours. Hath 
he not often and gloriouſly appeared for this Cauſe in 
foreign Lands, and given ſurprizing Succeſs to our Ar- 


mies, and is it reaſonable to think, he will at laſt let it 


expire in Britain ? Hath he nor very lately in Seaſons 
of moſt rhreatning Danger, by viſible Interpoſitions of 
Providence, begun to (ave us ? And is it probable rhar 
he will leave his Work unfiniſhed ? No, though upon 
account of our many and heinous Sins, we can have no 
comfortable Expectations from him, yet ſeeing our 
Cauſe is his Cauſe* from whar he hath done for us here- 
rofore, from what he hath begun to do now, we may 
hope that he. will fill eſpouſe it, and if the Quarrel 
muſt be decided inthe Place of Bartle, that he will go 
forth with our Armies, and enable them to do I Valiant- 
ly, and tread down their Enemies. Yet, 

Fourthly, LET us lament that ſo great a degree of this 
blind and raging Zeal s at preſent viſible and prevailing a- 
mong us. That ſo many ſeem ro have 2 their Ab- 
horrence of Popery, and talk of it with Indifferency, if 
not with Reſpect, whilſt Malice burns in their Breaſts 
and blazes out of their Mouths againſt Proteſtants, who 


lth. 


++ Pſal. lxxix. 9. * Iſaiah I. 2. f Pſal. cxxxvi. 
throughout. + Joel ii. 17. J Ezek. xxxvi. 22. TfL Pſal. 

cviii. 13. . | 
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were ever ready to join with them in Seaſons of Dan- 
ger againſt the common Enemy, and only differ from 
them about ſome of the Furniture of Religion, rather 
than the Frame and Subſtance of it, whilſt they receive 
the ſame Creed, and agree with them in all the Eflen- 
tials of Chriſtian Worſhip, and have by no Uabrorherly 
Carriage deſerved that Rancour, which of late in a 
more eſpecial Manner hath been ſtirred up againſt them. 


_ , THAT ſo many who call themſelves the Miniſters of 


the Prince of Peace, have contributed ſoa much towards 
the railing of this Spirit of ſierce Zeal, and ® have ſet on 
fire the whole Courſe of Nature by Tongues ſet on fire of Hell. 
Would ro GOD we could ſay — Things of it in 
Truth and Sincerityj! | . 
THAT ſo many among us ſeem ſo extremely fond 
of the Miſery and Chains from which we have ſo fre- 
quently and wonderfully eſcaped. And to be revenged 
on ſuch as never did them wrong, and have carried the 


Glory of Britain to the utmoſt Height both in the Cabi- 


net and the Field. Are willing to throw up all their va- 
luable Poſſeſſions, make a Sacriſice of their Rights and 
Religion, and ruin themſelves and their Poſterity. | 
— THAT to eſcape the Fangs of the Wolf, they are rea- 
dy to throw themſelves into the Mouth of the Lion, to 
eſcape Presbytery, they are willing to throw themſelves 
upon the Mercy of Popery, which is certainly (whatever 
they are made to believe) the fiercer Beaſt of the two. 
For Presbyterians differ nothing from them (if they are 
indeed of the Church of England) about Articles of 
Faith, about the Obj or Matter of Religious Wor- 
ſhip, no'nor the Eſſential of the . Church's Polity, bur 
only abour the Form of Publick Worſhip in ſome Re- 
ſpects, and the Form of the Church's external Regimen. 

nd ſure there is nothing in this by odds ſo frightful, 
as the Supremacy of the Roman Biſhop, the Idolatry of the 
Hot, the monſtrous Figment of Tranſubſtantiation, 


Worſhip in an Unknown Tongue, the Bondage of Auricu- 


lar Confeſſion, which lets the Prieſt into the Secrets of all 
Boſoms and Families, and the blind Obedience demanded 
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by the Clergy, by which our Underſtandings are to be 
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renounced when they require it, and what they tell us, 
be ir ever ſo incredible, muſt yet be believed at the Pe. 


ril of our Souls. The Cenſures of the Confiſtory, and the 


Stool of Repentance, are nothing ſo terrible as the Diſci- 
pline of the Faggot, and the Fires of Smithfield. But in- 
deed the Danger of a Presbyterian Settlement is all Dream 
or Forgery. Tis what the Nobility and Gentry of England 
will never chuſe. Tis what my Lords rhe Biſhops, 
however they have been miſrepreſenred as Enemies to 
their own Order, would certainly _ and what no 
Diſſenter in England, I dare (ay, is ſo 

ALAS ! whither will this Blindneſs of Mind and 
Fierceneſs of Zeal carry Men ? Tis Matter of La- 
mentation in itſelf, and Humiliation before GOD, 
that there ſhould be ſuch Diviſions among Briezſh Prote- 
ants, and that they ſhould be improved ro ſo great a 
Degree of miſchievous Animoſiry. Oh ler us all earneſtly 


pray, that GOD would pour out upon us a better Spi- 


rit, extinguiſh the Fire of War that is already kind 

in our Bowels, or prevent irs ſpreading farther, and 
that he would not write hx Diſpleaſure againſt us in 
our own Blood. | 

 Laſth, LET us watch againſt ſuch a Zeal as j not ac- 
cording to em Ler us never give way to ſuch 
Extravagations of furious Paſſion, as we condemn in o- 
thers. Let our Zeal be ever regulated by ſound Judg- 
ment and Diſcretion. Let ir ever be for what is truly 
Good, and againft what is really Evil, Let ir never be 
a Zeal for Blindneſs and Ignorance, or for enſlaving 
the Bodies, Souls, or Confeiences of Men. 

Let it always bear Proportion to the Worth of 
Things. Never let us be warm for the leſſer Things 
of Religion, for Debing Mint and Anniſe and Cummin, 
whilſt we neglect much more important Matters. Ne- 
ver ler us be fierce and implacable ro a miſtaken Brother, 
whilſt we hug and careſs a ſworn Enemy, or purſue 
Errors with murthering Vengeance, whilſt we gently 
animadverrt upon, or wholly overlook flagrant Immora- 
liry and outrageous Profaneneſs. | 

LET us never be hurried by our Zeal abour Religi- 
on, into any Practices prohibited by Divine Laws, or 

reckon 


vain as to expect. 
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| and Aviliſp. Fierceneſs and Rage breathing 


Fervour of our Spirits, be 


rity to 

above ij pure and peaceable, genele "and eefobnbe intreabed, 
it is ful 7 Mercy and good Works ; but the Wiſdom that 
engender s Contention and bitter Serife, is_ r ſenſual 


and thirſting for Blood, are — him, who 
was 4 + Murtherer from the e e 4 
of © 60D, bears 'the Image of ather, 8 + 
The Religion which hath" Him for its — 
1 50 s and ſofrens the Temper : It breaths Kindneſs 
and ill in every Article. It inſpires Zeal, in? 


A6ed, for Truth and Fol ineſi, but fuch as ſeeks not the 


Hurt or Ruin of any, but their Advantage and eternal 


ineſs, which yon can nevet perſuade 9 
9 real — of that Teal, chat will 


his Brains, or burn him to Aſhes,” Let us 

Took to it, that the Good which & in w be not evil . 

of, on account of ſuch tierce and fiery Zeal. 14 the 
Charity, and * 
burning Wrath, In a Word, let us labour | to 

ike out of 4 good Converſation, th Merkneſi of WiC. 7 


Thar all Men may know that we are the Diſci- 


1 of Chriſt, not only by the Simplicity and Spiritua- 
iy of our Worſhip and Purity of dur Manners, but 
by our ** Love to the Brethren, and our Gentleneſs 121 
Benevolence to the whole Body of Mankind. . 
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